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DONE THIS 


HE'S JUST 
THE TYPE WHO 
COMMITS TO 
A WOMAN ONE 
HUNDRED 


•SWISS’ 






IftfiSS 




\m^^. 

^mm 




SERIOUSLY? \P 
HE'S BEEN \ I 
GOING HOME I 
SUPER EARLY M 
LATELY. A ^ 


HE 

SAID HE 
FINISHED 
HIS 

QUOTA 
FOR THE 
DAY. 


HE 

JUST 

LEFT. 


mw4 


IS 

TANABE 

HERE? 


WELL, 
HE'S 
GOOD 
AT HIS 
JOB, I'LL 
GIVE HIM 
THAT. 


HE 

PROBABLY 
GOT A GIRL 
FRIEND. 


DONE THIS 


HE'S JUST 
THE TYPE WHO 
COMMITS TO 
A WOMAN ONE 
HUNDRED 


•SWISS’ 
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m ^axif 
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mmm 


'ASSSS 




I'M 

HOME/ 


IT'S 

ABOUT 

TANABB 

SAN. 




THERE'S 
SOME¬ 
THING I 
WANNA 
TALK 
ABOUT. 








LAST WEEK, \ \ 
HE ASKED V , 
ME TO GO i 

OUT WITH % 

HIM WITH THE lIs 
PROSPECT fm 
OF GETTING It 
MARRIED / 
EVENTUALLY. /L^ 


GOT 
A MIN¬ 
UTE? 
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AND I 
DIDN'T 
WANT 
THINGS 
TO GET 


I KNOW you 

ONLY HAD 
MY BEST 
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BUT... 



BETWEEN 
YOU AND 
YOUR 
CLIENT, 



$i 




444 4 !l!* *^ 1^4 



SORRY 

you 

WORRIED 
YOURSELF 
SICK OVER 

S. 


I KNOW 
YOU'VE 
BEEN 
THROUGH 
A LOT. 


• 4 ^^^^^^^ 4 { 4^^^^^^^^^"9 • 4 




PI 

DON'T THINK 
I JUST 
WANT YOU 
TO HURRY 
UP AND GET 
MARRIED. 


I ONLY 
BROUGHT 
THAT UP 

BECAUSE I 
WANT YOU TO 
BE HAPPY, 
DEAR. 



HERE I WAS 


BRACING 
MYSELF FOR 
ANOTHER 
BOMBSHELL. 


DON'T 

WORRY 

ABOUT 

IT. 
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»ssri^*sv. 


THANKS 
MOM... 


AT LEAST 
BE BACK 
IN TIME TO 
EAT AS A 
FAMIty. 


DID you 

GO FOR 
A RUN? 


TM 

BACK 


By THE mv, 

HOW ARE 
THINGS BE¬ 
TWEEN you 

AND THAT 


DAUGH 
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I JUST 
STOPPED 
By BE- ' ^ 
CAUSE r 
WANTED TO 
TELL you K. 






LOOKS 

SHE JUST 

LIKE I 

SHRUGGED 

GOT ALL 

AND TOLD 

WORKED 

ME NOT 

UP OVER 

TO WORRV 

NOTHING. 

ABOUT IT. 

ik y 











y<T. 




IT MUST'VE ^ 
BEEN A HUGE 
WEIGHT OFF MV 
SHOULDERS. 

I GOT A GOOD 
NIGHT'S SLEEP 
FOR THE FIRST 
TIME IN WHAT 
FEELS LIKE 
. FOREVER, y 


I WAS 
ON THE 
FENCE, 
SINCE I 
DIDN'T 
WANT TO 
CAUSE 
TROUBLE 
FOR MOM 


JUST 
FELT 
LI KE IT 
WASN'T 
GOING 
TO 

WORK 
OUT. , 


\ \ jtS' i'd 
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you 6AVB 

V MB THE 
\ PUSH I 
NEEDED, 
NATSUO- 




YOU'RE 
KIDDING... 
COULDN'T YOU 
HAVE AS LEAST 
TRIED GOING 
OUT WITH HIM 
FIRST? Y'KNOW, 
TEST THE 
WATERS A 
LITTLE? 


mu 




I THOUGHT 
IT WOULD 
BE RUDE 
TO DRAG 
THINGS 
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LOVE TENDS 
TO MAKE 
PEOPLE BLIND, 
NO MATTER 
HOW HARD 
THEY TRY. 


MMM... 
WELL, I 


WHBN I'M 


WASiTHE 

Wright 

CHOICE. 


IF THAT'S 
THE DECISION 
YOU CAME 
TO WITHOUT 
ANYTHING 
CLOUDING 
YOUR 

JUDGMENT, 


I THINK 
THAT'S WISE, 
TACHIBANA- 
SAN. 




fJoT LrKE 
I keep 5 

ST£pF»ifJ(j orJ 

LAr^bMlNES oN 
l^uftposB/ 


WEEELL, 
SOME PEOPLE 
GET DRUNK 
ON LOVE 
BEFORE THEY 
CAN EVEN 
MAKE A 
DECISION. 
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BUT NOW 
THAT HER 
INJURY HAS 
FINALLY 
HEALED.,. 




UHH. SHE'S 
BEEN OUT 
ON MEDICAL 
LEAVE FOR 
A WHILE, 




THINGS 
MIGHT BE 
TOUGH 
UNTIL YOU 
GET BACK 
INTO THE 
FLOW 
OF THE 
KITCHEN. 
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IT'S FI NE > 
NOW THAT 
THE WOUND'S 
CLOSED. 
BESIDES, IT'D 
BE UNSANITARY 
IF I KEPT IT 
WRAPPED 
V AT WORK, y 


SO, YOU 


NEED TO 


REALLY. 


WRAP IT OR 


ANYTHING 


ANYMORE? 


I HAD A 


GOOD 


DOCTOR 


DID 

GETTING 

STITCHES 

HURT? 
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I 




/ 
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OH. 


OKAY 







BUT 


I'M GONNA 


...WORK 

WITH 




/JxJ 


SINCE IT'LL 
PROBABLY 


PUT YOU 


BACK ON 


KAJITA 






TAKE YOU appetizer 


FOR THE 


SOME TIME 


DUTY, 


TIME 


BEING, 

OKAY? 



o * 


TO GET BACK 
INTO THE 


SWING OF 


THINGS... 




':W 




J' 


I'LL BE ON 





APPETIZER 




DUTY WITH 
YOU 










STARTING 

TODAY. 


I LOOK 
FOR¬ 




WARD TO 
WORKING 
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OKAY. 

CAN you 

CLEAN AND 
PREP THE 
SQUID? 


LIKE HE'S 
TREATING 
ME LIKE 
THE NEW 


NO, NO! 

I HAVE TO 


JUST 
LIKE I 
PRAC¬ 
TICED 
AT 

HOME. 


FULLY 
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f ALSO, > 
DON'T 
STAND 
AT THE 
CUTTING 
BOARD 
WITH BOTH 


HASN'T 
ANVONE 
EVER TOLD 

you THAT? 


V/Yf, 




mp. 




KEEP 

youR 

RIGHT 

FOOT 

BACK 

HAIFA 


SIDE-BY- 

SIDE. 





IF you TRY 

TO CUT 
VERTICALLY, 
THERE'S A 
CHANCE THE 
KNIFE WILL 
CATCH AND 
SLIP. 




WHEN YOU 
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SQUID, IT'S 
COMMON 
PRACTICE 
TO SLICE 
HORIZON- 

-Y. 



BUT. 


...I'VE 
ALWAYS 
DONE 
IT THIS 
WAY/ 
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BUTi^ipyou 

DON'T EVBN 


FALLOW 


THB BASICS; 
f yOU'RB 
GONNA BND 
UP HURTING 

YOURSBLF^ 
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A TOAST TO 


CUI-CHAID'S 
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THERE'S 


NOT 


THIS NEW 
GUy My AGE 
THEy HIRED 
WHILE I 


EXACT¬ 

LY 


^•V*J*V* 

%%%%%! 


A \ 


WAS GONE. 
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HE GAVE 
ME THIS BIG 
LECTURE 
ABOUT HOW 
I DON'T 
KNOW THE 
FIRST THING 
ABOUT THE 
BASICS,.. . 




;1 


WHEN I 
STARTED 
PREPPING 
SQUID, 





TALKING 


DOWN 


LIKE 

HE'S THE 



BOSS OR 


• 4-* ' » 
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S'. 
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THANK 


GOODNESS 


you GOT TO 


GO BACK 
TO WORK/ 


CONGRAT- 
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ULATIONS, 

RUI-CHAN/ 
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SOUNDS 
JUST LIKE 
you USED 
TO BE UNTIL 
A LITTLE 


mSN'T 

THAT 

RUDBl 


YOU'RE 
SPENDING 
THE NIGHT, 
AREN'T YOU, 
NATSUO? 


YEAH 


a\,otn ft 

tftVU? 
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THIS NEW 

GUyAT 

WORK. 


I KNOW 
HE 


you OFF 
V'AND ALL, 


BUT'MM: 

HEARING WU 
TALK ABOUT 
OTHER Guys 
yOUR AGE IS 
KINDA... 


IT. JUST 
DOESN'T 
SITWELL 
WITH ME. 
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/ NOW I 

%j^~J think 

Ir I KNOW 

WHERE 

...WHEN you WERE 

you COMING 

SNAPPED FROM... 
AT ME K > 

AWHILE iiSSir 

BACK, liiiiilfc,. 
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'COURSE I HUH 
KNOW HER. 

WE USED 

TO BE CO- H 
WORKERS. * 


TANABE'S 

EX? 


SHE WAS 
PRETTY, AND 
CONSIDERATE, 
A GOOD GIRL 
ALL AROUND, 
I'D SAY. 


QUIT THE 
COMPANY 
ALL OF A 
SUDDEN. 


BUT... I 
THINK IT 
WAS RIGHT 
AROUND THE 
TIME THEY 
BROKE UP. 



WfM 



WAV:> 















































































































































VVyOC^ WWl 

Tyiwsw 


9im»smiMi 






kr/! 4 ^A 






SUB RUMOR 

HAD A RAsrr, 
MENTAL 












m 


XrKrK*ir 








'SW*'- 






Xs 








►•.yy* 






!:3lrt 



Mr 

R^l 




1 - 



^« 

• • ♦ V 




If :■ 

t 

t 

* ** 

SK 

% 

^ 

;. ^ ’ 
e‘* }. V* 


• 

♦ ^ 








♦ ♦ ♦ 

t 



* * * 




r 

^ • • 

• ^ 
^ • 



'x. 


1 



4 

s 

A. 






It: 

✓ 



iu ' 

• 



J, 

■ 


\ •• :• /H 

:• 1 






i\* 


• ^ , 


■ 































































































































































































































































































































































































































^-Sv.'.v.sv • 








mm 




ilii 




mm'r: 











F' ■ 










*rrrr 

*rr^ 


•>v\ •%% •v*Tr* •V* *••«•*• 

•<«:< 

mf 

?SKssIvSk^>5X%vK%^ 


>»«• 

K^ 


JlW.sjw.WSSslWWSS 

SSri 

»tfr< 

Si^iSSVii^iSViS*rtiV^ ■• iVi 


















































































































































































^.>xvV<.<-' r^' 




?W‘H’it|«fl6‘fl5ffB5f(t1«iH4 




. ».*. *.V. V.' 5«M 

. « ♦ ♦>•< » ♦’♦ V > 

>. .% .'X-.vvs'.'.S' 

••> •,*. .«,• ‘.s; s'-'.y.'.v • •'• 


C-XVt'X* 


sS!:s!;sS!:c*:*»:sN;:<! 


VAV 










•y.‘W-yM 


iV»!.ViV. 


mm 

•♦A’ 


LOOK 

INSIDE? 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































you 

LOOKED 
KINDA 
SHOCKED 
WHEN MOM 
OPENED 
THE BOX. 


IF YOU RE 
EVER 

WORRIED, 
RUIANDI 
ARE HERE 
FOR YOU. 


YOU CAN 
TALK TO 
USABOUT 


liMiUm 


FOR A SEC, 
I THOUGHT 
IT LOOKED 
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LEMME 

GIVE you 

MV HONEST 
FIRST IM¬ 
PRESSION. 


I READ 

youR 

NEW 

PIECE. 


SURE, 
THANKS. 
I'LL HAVE 
TEA... 


m 


...BUT you 

REALLV DEPICTED 
THE /WAIN 
CHARACTER'S 
SENSE OF 
ALIENATION VERY 
WELL. I LIKED 
THE STORY'S 
POIGNANT 
TONE, TOO. 


I THOUGHT 
SAME-SEX 
RO/V\ANCE 
WAS A 
DELICATE 
TOPIC TO 
TACKLE... 


OUeHTA 
MAKE IT 
THROUGH THE 
PUBLICATION 
MEETING NO 
\ PROBLEM! / 


trwAs 

REALLY 

GOOD! 




THANKS 
A LOT./ 


J ^ ¥ YOU'RE 

SETTING 

BETTER 

THIS AND 

PIECE WILL BETTER 
PROBABLY WITH EACH 
/MKE IT ENTRY. 

INTO THE 

MAGAZINE, _ 



























































































^^^s?S!»;«!:*:':!t!:!W!: 


^igi^MgjgiSiSiiSij 

m^mmm 






»s 










>.M.« 


•JCbv.svI'K*'*.***.*^! • I'.v * 


WWW wlV i w W 

^■i 


IlltC 


Mill 

W^^:S®S 5 ;i 


■^Sg?S#;S;:;S;:::-:;S;:S:;¥;!;;;;s:*;;;r: 

^S5%::>5S:S<;:s:s<:;*;5<:;*:::<:;*::>:::::' 

^S5?^#S:S-S:S;®:;S:::?-::S:::?::» 




^^•=SS«W@;WSS;:SS*:;¥ 


FIGURED 

NOW 

MIGHT BE 
AS GOOD 
A TIME AS 
ANY TO 
BRING 
IT UP. 


SOME¬ 

THING'S 

BEEN ON 
MY MIND 
FORA 
WHILE. 


TSU- 

TA/A- 

SAN? 


PUTTING 
OUT A 




A BOOK...? 

BOOK B.O.O.K.? 


BUT YOU'VE 
GOT YOUR 
LITERARY 

AWARD, AND 
YOU'VE BUILD 
UP AN AMPLE 
NUMBER 
OF SHORT 
STORIES. 

I THINK IT'S 
A GOOD TIME 
TO GIVE IT 
A SHOT. 


OF COURSE, 
WE'LL HAVE 
TO MEET WITH 


DEPARTMENT 

BEFORE 

ANYTHING'S 

FINALIZED, 


RIGHT. AN 
( HONEST- 

TO-GOD 
"vjnn PRINTED 

I NOVEL. 
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WE COULD 
/WAKE IT A 
SHORT STORy 
ANTHOLOey 
AND TOSS IN 
A NU/WBER 
OF NEW 


DO I 
THINK 


ISN'T IT 
OBVIOUS? 
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WELL. 

YEAH! 


GREAT. 


NOW, LET 
ME TELL YOU 
SOMETHING 
VERY 

IMPORTANT. 



WHAT’S 
THAT? 
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A 

P 

P 
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THAT SAID, 
THERE ARE A 

I:!:;:!:::!:!:;:: 

NUMBER OF 
TRICKS TO 
SELLING MORE 
BOOKS. 

IN YOUR CASE,_^ 

YOU’VE GOT ro O 
THE TITLE OF yVVl 
LITERARY AWARD Kiterar'^ 
WINNER" I award : I 

ATYouR brnm 

DISPOSAL. ^ ^ 
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500,000 
IS A MAJOR 
HIT. OVER 
ONE MIL¬ 
LION, AND 
IT’S A BEST¬ 
SELLER. 


KNOW 
HOW MANY 
COPIES MOST 
NAMELESS 
AUTHORS 
MANAGE 
TO SELL? 


xv!;* 

♦ A A ♦ A • A 

* A. 




NEW BOOKS 
THATSELL 
OVER 100,000 
COPIES ARE 
CONSIDERED 
A HIT. 
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1 20,000 

:op)es sold! 
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AT THAT 



POINT, 
YOU’LL BE 


COMPETING 


AGAINST 


MY 


KIRIYA-KUN 




ANDTOGEN- 


SENSEI FOR 


GREATEST 




ALLIES 



SALES, IN 


A SENSE 


TURN INTO 




MTMOST 






FEARSOME 



FOES. 




ARE EASY 
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.YOUR BOOK 





• • 


A WEEK?) 


• 4 


COULD BE 


TAKEN OFF 


AFTER A WEEK 


AT THE 






A 


TH EY STILL 


DON’T SELL, 


THEY’RE 


PULLED 



FROM THE 


FLOOR AND 


PUT INTO 


STORAGE... 












THEY’RE 


MOVED 




BACK TO TH E 


SHELVES, 

WHERE 


THEY’RE 


LINED UP BY 


AUTHOR. 


NOT 
EXACTLY 
CONSPIC¬ 
UOUS. 
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YOU COULD' 
ALSO SAY 
THERE ARE 
MORE 

CHANCES FOR 
AMATEURS 
TO MAKE IT 
BIG THESE 
. DAYS, y 





WELL, 

I KN 0W 
I MADE IT 
SOUND 
A LIHLE 
HARSH, 



BUT WE 
LIVE IN AN 
AGE OF 
INFORMA¬ 
TION. , 


No answer. 
Only bones 
are left. 





BUT MOST 
OFTHETIME. 
PAPERBACKS 
DON’T GET MADE 
UNLESS THE 
HARDCOVER 
SELLS WELL 
FIRST. 


A LOT OF 
PEOPLE THINK 
HARDCOVER 
BOOKSARE 
TOO EXPENSIVE, 
AND WAIT FOR 
A PAPERBACK 
VERSION TO 
COME OUT 
. INSTEAD. 















THE REASON 
PEOPLE CAN 
WRITE A WEB 
NOVEL FOR FUN 
AND THEN SEE IT 
GET A MILLION 



w 






A GOOD 
BOOK THAT 
r ^ CONNECTS 

WITH 

WORD WILL PEOPLE, 
GET AROUND, 

EITHER -_ 

THROUGH 
BOOKSTORE 
PROMOTIONS 
OR SOCIAL 
NETWORKING 



r V ♦ 


L;S1_ 





EVEN A MOVIE 
DEAL... 





















































































LET’S 


MAKE 


A HIT. 


FUJII! 


OKAY! 




mm 


V,. 












YOU PUT 



OUT A BOOK 


BECAUSE I 


BELIEVE YOU 


HAVE WHAT 


IT TAKES! 







>'C ■»; • 
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•f, 













TSUTAYA- 


SAN SAID 
IT'S THE 


/ 


SLT /rs 

NOT LIKE 


QUALITY 

THAT 


EASIER 


• s * * 


SAID 


every matters, 


AMAZING 


GETS THE 


ATTENTION 


TDE- 




THAN 


DONE. 




NOW THAT 


I LOOK 
AT THIS 


OCEAN OF 























































































































































^ ^ HUH? 

I WANTED OH... 
TO GET 
SOME S gli 
IDEAS flip 
FOR POP 
DISPLAYS 
FOR ^ 
BOOKS. ^ 


OH, WOW./ 
LONG TIME 
NO SEE./ HOW 
ARE YOU?/ 


you LOOKED 
LI KE YOU 
WERE THINK¬ 
ING PREiry 
HARD ABOUT 
SOMETHING. 
WHAT'S UP? 


I'M WORKING 
AT A BOOK¬ 
STORE 
PART-TIME. 


HUH. 

COOL 


GOTTA 
SAY... 
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15 


you SEEM 

Kl NDA.. . 
DIFFERENT, 
ASHIHARA- 


you 

TOTALLy 
LOOK LIKE 
A COLLEGE 
GIRL NOW. 



SAN. 
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I'M 

GLAD 

IT'S 

WORK¬ 

ING. 




X 


A 


\ 


I'VE 
BEEN 
WORKING 
ON MV 
IMAGE 
ABIT 
LATELV. 


OH, 

SOR¬ 

RY... 
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rrisiJusT, 

BVBRYPNB LOOKS 


A LOT 
OF GIRLS 
DYE THEIR 
HAIR 
LIGHT, 
TOO ... 


EVERY¬ 
ONE'S 
CLOTHES 
ARE SO 
STYLISH. 




S(^ FASHIONABLE 

In college, 


* 
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you know? 
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OH 

GOD.. 


I LOOK 
LIKE 
SUCH 
A KID! 


P 


0 o 





AH, YEAH 
MOMO'S 
DEFINITELY 
THE 

EXPERT 




leave it 

TOME! 
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...flWD ASKED 


SO, I GOT 


KASHIWABAPA- KIMDA SELF- 
SAW TO SCHOOL COWSCIOUS 
ME OW MAKEUP 
AWD FASHIOW. 


» ♦ I 
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ACTUALLY, IF 
EVERYTHING 
GOES WELL, 


I MIGHT BE 
RELEASING 
A BOOK 
SOMETIME 
IN THE NEAR 
. FUTURE. , 



WORK, 
SCHOOL, 
THE USUAL. 

FM GETTING 


GOTCHA. 

I'M 

GUESSING 
THAT WAS 
A BIG PART 
OF IT. 


THEPE'S 


AWD 

WOW 


ALWAYS A CHAWCE THAT 
I COULD PUM I'M OUT 
KOTO KIPI«^A- OF HIGH 
SEMSEI OH) THE SCHOOL. 
STPEET AMD WE 
COULD HIT IT . 

OFF. PI6HTP SO. 

I WAMT TO LOOK 
\ M'^ BEST/ JHil 

















































































































































































•S ■■ 


NO WAV/ 
I'LL DEFI¬ 
NITELY BY 
A COPY/ 


smi 

M/CfHT,, 


WHATP/ 

VOU'RB 


NEWS/ 
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^Mrnm 


KASHIWABARA- 
SAN SAID WE 
SHOULD GET 
TOGETHER AND 
CELEBRATE/ 




I'D LIKE TO ' 
PERSONALLY 
THANK EVERYONE 
FOR TAKING TIME 
OUT OF YOUR 
BUSY SCHED¬ 
ULES TO BE 
. HERE TODAY. / 
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NOW, 

IN HONOR 
OF NATSUO- 
KUN'S FIRST 
BOOK... 
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you GUYS 

JUST 

WANTED AN 




HANG OUT, 
DIDN'T 
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yOUR AW, 

GOOD NEWS CWON 
CAME AT 
JUST THE 
RIGHT TIME, 
NATSUO- i 

KUN. # 


fW'X'W'X'W' 




DON'T 

you 

THINK 


^mK 










j5i»t<5ikr!!W:> 


EVEN IF SHE 
DID, I DON'T 
THINK SHE'D 
60 OUT 
WITH ANy 
OF THEM. 


DID you 

GET A 
PERM. 


yEAH. I 
WANTED 
A FRESH 
LOOK. 


CHAN? 


NICE, you 
MUST GET 
TONS OF 
ATTENTION 

FROM Guys 
NOW, HUH? 


I MEAN, 
THE REASON 
SHE WANTED 
A NEW LOOK 
IN THE FIRST 
PLACE 
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MY CLOTHES 
WERE PREHY 
WHATEVER 
WHEN I RAN 
INTO KIRIYA- 
SENSEI AT 
WORKAWHILE 



BACK, TOO 


SO, 

SHE'S 

STILL 

CRAZV 

FOR 

SENSEI. 





D-DO YOU 
WANNA PLAY 
TOGETHER 
SOMETIME?! 
JUST THE TWO 
OF US... 







ONE TIME, 
I HELPED 
A KID GET 
CLOSER TO 
HIS CRUSH. 


IT WAS A 
FUN TRIP. 



I STAYED 
WITH 

PEOPLE I 
MET ALONG 
THE WAY. 



HMPH„. 

DON'T 

ASSUME I'LL 
ALWAYS 
BE SOME 
PAINFULLY 
AWKWARD 
VIRGIN WHO 
CAN'T TALK 
, TO GIRLS, 


[-M'-f! 


UH-HUH./ 

AND 

THEY'RE 

ALL 

GIRLS./ 


HOW'RE 

YOU 

MANAGING, 

BARUSU? 


^ « • • • • • 
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BY THE WAY, 
I HEARD 
THE LIT CLUB 
GOT NEW 
MEMBERS. 


i 






1 


m 


BUT I'M 
COM¬ 
PLETELY 
USED TO 
IT NOW. 


SURE; I 
WAS A LITTLE 
NERVOUS 
AT FIRST 
BECAUSE I 
WASN'T SURE 
HOW MUCH 
SPACE r 
SHOULD 
GIVE THEM. 
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NO ONE 
WOULD SAY 
I'M NOT 
GOOD WITH 
WOMEN... 
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I CAN 
SPEAK 
TO THEM 
FRANKLY 
AS AN 
UPPER- 


.. » • 



vt ''n ( m ' 




\/ 




'T 



YOU'RE 
MISTAKEN. 
THIS IS 
MERELY 
PROPER 
ETIQUETTE 



S\' 



YOUR 


VmGlHlTY'S 

SHOWIMG... 
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SHE'S 
BASICALLY 
LIKE A 
SISTER TO 
ME AT THIS 
POINT... 


I'VE KNOWN 
KABASAWA 
SINCE WE 
WERE IN 
ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL, 
YOU KNOW. 


I NEVER 
SAID I 
WANTED 
A GIRL¬ 
FRIEND. 


III. 


















































































































































































































































































































MV 

LOCKER 
KEy GOT 
STUCK... 


NO 

RUSH.' 


HUH? 
YOU'RE 
THE ONE 
WHO 

BROUGHT 
IT UP, 
SEMPAI. 
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DON'T 

HAVE TO 

you GO 

SIT WITH 

HAVE FUN 

ME, you 

WITH THE 

KNOW. 

OTHERS 




mmm 



<>y.<^>»y. 


mm 


BE¬ 




IT'S FINE. 

I FELT LIKE 
TAKING A 
BREAK, 

ANyWAy. 







...I WANTED 
A CHANCE 
TO TALK 

TO you. 




















































































































































































^ AT THE ^ 
MOMENT, I'M 
WRITING ON 

THE SIDE WHILE 
WORKING ON 
THE CLUB 
V ANTHOLOGY. / 


HAVE you 

BEEN 

KEEPING UP 
WITH youR 
WRITING? 


HAVING THE 
EDITOR 
you INTRO¬ 
DUCED ME 
TO TAKE A 
LOOK AT 
MY WORK. 


I'M 

LOOKING 
FORWARD 
TO IT. 


ONLY 
FIFTEEN, 
AND HER 
FIRST 
BOOK 
CAME 
OUT LAST 
MONTH. 


IT'S BEEN 

GETTING 
A LOT OF 
ATTENTION, 
PROBABLY 
BECAUSE 


SHIBA 


HAVE you 


YOUNG 


SUZUKO 

AZAMINA? 


SHE 


ALWAYS 


TAKES 


FIRST PLACE 


IN EVERY 


LITERARY 


CONTEST 


I ENTER 






...WHILE 


I END 
UP WITH 


SECOND OR 
A MEASLY 


HONORABLE 


MENTION./ 
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OH. THATS 
RIGHT YOU'RE 
RELEASING A 
BOOK, TOO. 
AREN'T YOU. 



AND NOW. TO 
THINK SHE'S 
MAKING HER 
BOOK DEBUT 




' o 

r DIDN'T 
KNOW SHE 
WAS ALREADY 
FAMOUS ON 
THE STUDENT 
COMPETITION 
SIDE OF 
. THINGS. 




I CAN'T 
TBLL you 
HOW MANY 
TIMES SHE'S 
LEFT A BAD 
TASTE IN MY 
MOUTH! 
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...BUT 
PART OF 
ME'S ALSO 
SCARED. 




) 












' ' ' . ; • i'l '• ♦ ’ 


DON'T 6ET 
ME WRONG. 
I'M STOKED 
TO ACHIEVE 
THE GOAL 
I'VE BEEN 

WORKING 

TOWARD ALL 
THIS TIME... 




...I'M 
STARTING 
TOFEBL 
THE PRES¬ 
SURE. 


BUT NOW 
THAT IT 
MIGHT BE 
HAPPEN¬ 
ING... 


sm 




...WHO 


IT'S SCARY 
TO THINK 
THAT I 
MIGHT END 
UP DISAP¬ 
POINTING 


HAD SUCH EVERYONE 
HIGH 
HOPES 

FOR ME. ^ 


EVEN 
IF I DO 
EVERYTHING 

IN MY POWER 
TO WRITE 

SOMETHING 
GREAT, 


t \' 












;sv/ •• 
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* * w 
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ifn 


PRODIGIES 

LIKE 

AZAMINA- 

SAN, 


WHAT IF IT 


I CAN'T 
HELP BUT 
WONDER IF I 
CAN REALLY 
PRODUCE 
THE SAME 
RESULTS. 




























































































































AS FAR 
AS I'M 
CONCERNED, 
THERE'S 
NO REASON 
ANYONE 
COULDN'T 
BEAT A 
SO-CALLED 

"PRODISy." 








oo(k;4wq( 











SURPASSING 
WHO you WERE 
YESTERDAY 
IS THE ONLY 
WAY TO MAKE 
JOGRESS, 
AFTER ALL. 




AND 

CHANNEL 
THOSE 
FEELINGS 
INTO YOUR 
WRITING, 


AS LONG 
AS YOU 
REMEMBER 
THAT YOU WANT 
TO WRITE 
STORIES THAT 
WILL PULL 
PEOPLE IN AND 
TAKE THEIR 
BREATH AWAY, 









AGE HAS 
NOTHING TO 
DO WITH IT, 
AND IT'S NOT 
LIKE YOU 
CAN'T CLOSE 
THE GAP IN 
SKILL IF 
YOU TRY. 


1 


\ 


X 





THEN 
YOU'LL 
IMPROVE 
DAY BY DAY, 
SIMPLE 
AS THAT. 
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YOU'RE 


THE"HARD 



WORKER" 


...I WAS 


FORCED TO 


ACKNOWL- 



AND 
ANOTHER 


THING 


DON'T 


ACT SO 


PATHETIC, 

SEMPAI. 





' WHAT 
ARE YOU, 
AN OLD 

. FOGY? 



I WON'T 


FORGIVE 


YOU IF YOU 


LOSE TO A 


"PRODIGY." 
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YOU'RE RIGHT. 

I HAVE TO WORK 


HARD SO I 


CAN MAKE YOU 




JEALOUS OF MY 


I'M GOING 


/ IN YOUR 
' DREAMS. 
I'M GOING 

.aore to blow 

PAST YOU 
AT /WACH 


TO BLOW 


TO 


CiRov^. 


























































































































HEX 

yOU'RE 

RIGHT/ 

COOL/ 





























































































LIKE¬ 
WISE. 
I'M yUKA 
KUSA- 



rM IN 
THE 
SAME 


WHy 

DON'T 

you 

TELL 

HER? 





HUH 


V N 






...DIDN'T 
you SAV 
THE 
LEAD'S 
PERFOR¬ 
MANCE 
BLEW 

you 

AWAY? 


HEY, 

SHIBASAKI, 
WHEN WE 
WENT TO 
SEE THE 
PLAY WITH 
THE LIT 
CLUB... 



UM... 


MV NAME 
IS MIYABI 


CLUB 
AS 
FUJII 
KUN 


SERIZAWA. 


SCOLD¬ 
ING YOU 
ON THE 
INSIDE. 


SORRY TO 
INTERRUPT 
YOU GUYS 
WHILE 
YOU'RE 
EATING. 


































































































WBLL, WHO 
WOULDN'T 
BE NERVOUS 
AROUND A 
PRETTY GIRL 
THEY JUST 
MET?! 








SAy yovt'RE 

COM\FORT- 


ARO{iHl> 

WON\Etf? 
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OH, 

YEAH? 


WE 

RAN INTO 
SERIZAWA 
AND 

KUSANAGl 
BY COINCI¬ 
DENCE. 



FM 
HERE 
WITH MY 
CLUB 
FRIENDS 
FROM 
HIGH 
SCHOOL. 


DON'T YOU 


PEOPLE WAVE 


i\\ 


FROM 

HIGH 


ANY FRIENDS 


OUTSIDE OF 


MOT ME, 


THE CLUB? 


peAii'j. 


SCHOOL, 

HUH? 







X 
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tVE 


JUST SO 


HAPPENED 


IDO! 


TO COME 




ASA 




GROUP 
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vXvt 
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TODAY! 
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TO WHIP you 

AND DRIP HOT 


COR¬ 

RUPT? 












InnHlIt 
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C'MON. 


AREN'T 

ANy 

OTHER 















WE'RE 
FRIENDS, 
AREN'T 
WE? 


Miii 
















YOUR 

FRIENDS 


*'s n . ♦ 

V i I V i V 



AREA 
BUNCH OF 
BABES/ 






WHAT?/ 

you 

DO?/ 


S-SORRY! 

IHAVB 
SOMEONE 
I LIKE! 
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I THINK 
THE ONLY 
ONE WHO'S 
SINGLE 


ALMOST 


ALREADY 


4 


TOO 

BAD/ 
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WE SHOULD 
PROBABLY 
PACK UP. 
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» « 4 • 4 
♦** 4 
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<ep' 


YOU 

GUYS 

CAN 
CRASH 
WITH US 
IF YOU 
WANT. 
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MORE 
PEOPLE 
FROM THE 
CLUB WERE 
SUPPOSED 
TO COME, 
BUT THEY 
COULDN'T 
MAKE IT. 




WE 

ACTUALLY 


RENTED 
A BUN¬ 
GALOW 
NEARBY. 









I W/QWW/Q SPCWD 
MOPe TIM£ WITH 
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HUH? 
WELL, 
DIDN'T 
REALLY 
PLAN ON 
SPEND¬ 
ING THE 
NIGHT... 
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THEN 
COUNT 
ME IN. 


WE'LL 
TAKE you 
UP ON 

youR 

OFFER. 


EVERyONE 

THEN? 


I DIDN'T 
TELL My 
FAMILy I'D 
BE SPEND¬ 
ING THE 
NIGHT. 


I DON'T 
WANT 
THEM TO 
WORRy. 
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HE 

PROBABLY 
WON'T GET 
THE HINT 
UNLESS YOU 
SPELL IT OUT 
FOR HIM. 


BARUSU HAS 
EVER HAD 
A GIRL BE 
INTERESTED 
IN HIM 
BEFORE. 
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IT MAKES 
A HUGE 
DIFFERENCE/ 
THIS IS A 
LITERATURE 
CLUB GATH¬ 
ERING/ 


WE DON'T 
GET THAT 


THE BIG 
DEAL? IT'S 
NOT LIKE IT 
yWAKES ANV 
DIFFER¬ 
ENCE IF I 
LEAVE/ 


CHANCES 
TO SEE 
EVERYONE 

you 

KNOW/ 


IT'S NOT 
LIKE THIS 
IS THE 
LAST TIME 
WE'LL 
EVER SEE 
THEM/ 


r/V\ MORE 
WORRIED 

BARUSU MIGHT 
POP A STlFPy 
FROM HAVING 
A GIRL GRAB 
HIS ARM THAN 
WHETHER 
OR NOT HE 


I DOfJT 
THIUK 
THAT'S 

HApPE-H 
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THEN? 
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SISTER? 







IT'S ME, 
KABASAWA. 



I'M CALLING 


BECAUSE 


K . 


IT LOOKS 
LIKE THE 


LITERATURE 


wr'^’ 

"A 
«. 
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CLUB WILL BE 
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SPENDING 
THE NIGHT 


> ♦ 
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RE- 
ALLY? 
HUH/ 





. /1 
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CALL THAT 
BEACH 




"LOVERS 


COAST/' 


I THOUGHT 


I DON'T 


IT WOULD 


THINK THE 


NAME'S 


V 




BE EASY 
TO HOOK 


\ 


ABOUT 


UP THERE, 


PICKING UP 




GIRLS. 






















I GUESS ITS 


REPUTATION 


SPREAD TO 


THE BEACH 
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THERE'S 


A SMALL 




THEY SAY 


SHRINE 


COUPLES 
WHO PRAY 


IN THE 


SINCE IT'S 




RIGHT NEXT 




DOOR. 



THERE 


MOUNTAINS 

NEARBY 




TOGETHER 
WILL LIVE 


THAT'S 
GREAT FOR 



HAPPILY 


/VV^TCH- 






It:/ 


MAKING. 
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HUH?/ 


tJT - 
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AW, C'MON. 
IT'LL HELP 




/f 


US GET 


TO KNOW 


EACH 

OTHER 


BETTER/ 




I'VE GOT 
AN IDEA. 
WHY DON'T 
WE ALL 
TAKE A 
TRIP TO 


IS THAT 
RIGHT? 






REMEMBER 
THAT TIME WE 
ALL WENT TO 
THE HAUNTED 
HOUSE AT 
THE AMUSE¬ 
MENT PARK 
AND you GOT 
SO SCARED 
you ALMOST 
CRIED? 


SHRINE? 




WE CAN 








PAIR UP AND 
TREAT IT LIKE 


m 


A DARE OR 
SOMETHING. 
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I TUSl 
CAN'T 6EAL 

WITH the wouLb YOU 
OUYS WHO rather 
TUAIR OUT E'V'BARRASS 
AT You' YOURSELF? 


I DUNNO 
IF I'D CALL 

'EM FUNNy 
OR JUST 
WEIRD... 


youR 

UPPER¬ 
CLASSMEN 
ARE FUNNy 
NAT-CHAN. 


I'M SLAD. 
IT SOUNDS 
LIKE yoU'RE 
HAVING FUN 
AT COLLEGE, 


DID you 

BULK 
UP EVEN 
MORE? 


DID you 
MCCT 

AMyoue 

AtOlDG 

THC WAy? 


I DIDN'T 


you 

HAVeW'T 
TDIED TO 
STEAL PUI 
FROM ME 
AT ALL 
THIS TDIP. 




..ANyONE 

NBW, 

EXACTLy 

BUT... 



»COMoeOMMD99W 



;;; • 


;■ • 

J.USJ ;i ^ 


>’ >V ^ 


♦ 

i 

♦ > A 


1 1 • * 

•'•*•>•■*1 



•^y 

^ ^ ^ ^ 




































































































































.>mymm 










HUH?/ 
you MEAN 

youR 

CHILD¬ 
HOOD 
FRIEND 
FROM THE 
STATES? 


ONE 

WHO 

LOOKS 

KINDA 

LIKE 

RUI? 


CHILD VERSION 


ONE WHO 
LOOKED 
LIKE LILY 
AT THE 
AIRPORT. 


UH-HUH. 
THE SAME 
LILy WHO 
DUMPED ME 
OVER My 
DRUNKEN 
SLIP-UP. 






.. .AND 
SAW THE 
NEWS 
ABOUT 

youR 

BOOK... 


IT WAS 
RIGHT 
AFTER I'D 
GOTTEN 
OFF THE 
PLANE... 






































































































































yOU'RB THE ONE 

WHO SAID you 

HAVE TO SAY 
WHAT'S ON YOUR 
MIND IF YOU 
WANT SOMEONE 
TO KNOW HOW 
\ YOU FEEL! / 




YOU 
NEVER 
KNOW! 
IT'S BEEN 
YEARS, 
RIGHT?! 



FOR you 

TO SAY. 



IT'S FINE. 
SHE 

PROBABLY 
DOESN'T 
WANNA 
SEE y\AE, 
ANYWAY. 
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WHY DON'T 
YOU 60 SEE 
HER, THEN? 
Y'KNOW, TO 
CATCH UP. 
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r/V\ NOT 


GOOD AT 
STYLING 


MY HAIR, 
SO I JUST 



DO YOU 



USUALLY 
WEAR YOUR 


GO WITH 




HAIR THE 
SAME WAY 


YOU DID ON 


ST 
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REALLY? 

I THINK 
YOU'D LOOK 
GOOD WITH 
ALL SORTS 
OF STYLES. 
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BRAID¬ 
ING IT 
LOOSELY 
LIKE THIS 
WOULD BE 
ACUTE 


LOOK. 
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BEFORE 


SO, 

FM JUST 
CURIOUS 


REALLV? 
THAT'S A 
SHOCK. 
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CAU6HT 
yOUR EYE 
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TELLING 
you, THAT'S 
NOT HOW 
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PEOPLE HAVE 
BARBEQUES 
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YEAH 


CUTTING 

LOOSE 
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SOME WORK 
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HE JUST 
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IT'S BEEN 
A WHILE 
SINCE WE 

HUNG OUT 
IN SUCH 


ING BACK 
MEMORIES 
OF HIGH 
SCHOOL? 


MUST BE 
'CAUSE 
OCEAN'S 
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r ^ THE GIRL ' 

WHO PLAYED 
SHE KEPT THE LEAD... 
ASKING ME SERIZAWA- 
ABOUT HOW SAN, 

WE MET AND WAS IT? y 
STUFF. . / 


HUH? 

WHAT 

FOR? 


SHE HATED 
MY GUTS 
WHEN WE 
FIRST MET, 
REMEMBER? 
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THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
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SHE TURNED 
DOWN THE 
ARRANGED 
MARRIAGE 
DEAL, BUT... 


HINA-NEE 
SA/S IT'S 
NOTHING, 


BUT you 

KNOW HOW 
SHE DOESN'T 
LIKE TO 

WORRy 

PEOPLE, 


I DUNNO. 

I FEEL LIKE 
SOMETHING'S 

UP. 


HIDING 

SOME¬ 

THING. 
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WORRIED 
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BOTTLING 
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UP AGAIN. 


HINA-NBB'S 
AN IMPORTANT 
PART OF 
OUR LIVBS. 
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DOESN'T 
IT LOOK 
BEAUTIFUL? 
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ACCORDING 
TO GREEK 
MYTHOLOGY, 
DENEBINTHE 
SUMMER 
TRIANGLE 
REPRESENTS 
ZEUS. 


IFWB 
WATCHED 
THEM TO¬ 
GETHER, 
I BET,^» 
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LEGEND HAS IT 
HE FELL IN LOVE 
WITH A SPARTAN 
QUEEN AND 
TOOKTHE FORM 
OF A SWAN TO 
SEDUCE HER. 
THEIR CHILDREN 
BECAMETHE 
CONSTELLATION 
GEMINI... 
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BLAME. 
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BEAUTI¬ 
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AREN'T 

you 

WORRIED 
TO HEAR 
SHE HAS 
A CRUSH 
ON SOME 


THINK 
IT'S 
SOME¬ 
ONE WE 
KNOW? 


ANY 

THOUGHTS 

SHIBASAKI- 

KUN? 


I'M NOT 
INTBR- 


wHy 

ARE you 

ASKING 

ME? 


RBALLY 

DATING 

MATBRIAL 

TOMB. 


WE'VE JUST 
ALWAyS BEEN 


I DON'T 
SEE HER AS 

ANyrHlNG 

MORE THAN 
A FRIEND. 
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CHAPTER 




I HEARD 
IT FROM 
THE 

HORSE'S 

MOUTH. 


I DON'T 

MAKE 


..MAKES 
you SAY 
THAT? 


ASSUMP 

TIONS, 

you 

KNOW. 




OH 

VALEN¬ 

TINE'S 

DAY... 
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so, QUIT 

TEASING 

US. 

IT'S NOT 
LIKE- 


SBRIOUSLY, 

KABASAWA- 

SAN...F 

I KNOW you 

VERB EM8AR 


SHE MADE IT 
PRETTY CLEAR 
THAT THEY 
WERE JUST 
FRIENDSHIP 
CHOCOLATES. 


COME ON 






THE OLD 
‘1 DON'T WANNA 
GET REJECTED, 
SO I'LL JUST 
PRETEND IT'S 
NO BIG DEAL" 
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BEEN 
IN HER 
SNOES. 











































































































IF HER ^ 
EYES LIGHT 
UR WHEM YOU 
GUYS TALK. 
THAT'S A 
CLEAR SIGH 
SHE'S WTO 


YOU! 
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DOH'T JUST 
TAKE HER 
WORDS AT 
FACE VALUE! 


LOOK HER W 
THE EYE! 





AMD ANOTUEM 
THIMG! THAT 
WHOLE 
”SHE'S JUST 
A CLASSMATE" 
ATTITUDE 
IS JUST A 
SELF-DEFEMSE 
MECHAMISM! 



ITHIIUK 
yOU'V£ HAD 




I GUESS 
IT WAS 
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ADVICE, 

THOUGH 


BUGGIlUG THE 
yOUIUGSTEPS 
WITH yOUP 
DPUWKEIU 
P/)MeUIUG. 



7 WE 
CAN'T 
TAKE OUR 
EVES OFF 
HER FOR 
ASEC- 
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DID 

you GET 

Lovgy- 

Dovey 

lU TH£ 
WOODS 
?/ , 


HUH? 

WHERE'S 

KABA- 

SAWA- 

SAN? 


I DON'T 
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SANDALS/ 


C 0 T 4 I# 


NOW 

THAT you 
MENTION 
IT... 
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UH-UH. 
I THINK 

you 

SHOULD 

GO 

ALONE. 
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IT'D 

BE 

FASTER 
IF WE 
ALL 
LOOK 
FOR 
HER./ , 


WHY 

ME?/ 







IF THEY KEEP 
TEASING US, 
IT'S JUST 
GONNA MAKE 
rr HARDER TO 
WORK ON 
THE CLUB 
ANTHOLOGY 
TOGETHER. 
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I SWEAR, 
DO PEOPLE 
WITH THIS 
MUCH TIME 
ON THEIR 
HANDS ONLY 
CARE ABOUT 
ROMANCE? 
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WHAT'S 

THEIR 

DEAL?/ 
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rHAT MEAN 
SHE WENT 
INTO THE 
WOODS? 


ISN'T 

THIS 


I HAVE TO 
DRY MY 


SHOULD'VE 

BROUGHT 

MORE 


I FORGOT 
SNOT AND 


ALWAYS 

TRAVEL 


GO BACK 
LOOKING 

LIKE THIS. 


KABA- 

SAWA? 
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WHAT 

ARE you 

DOING 

OUT 

HERE? 


NOTH 


...WERE 

you 

CRyiNG? 


DON'T 

LOOK! 


NOTHING 
TO DO 

WITH you, 

OKAY?! 
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OKAY 


WELL, 

LET'S 

HURRY 

ON 

BACK. 


EVERY¬ 

ONE'S 

WORRIED 


HUH? 


I DON'T 
REMEMBER 
WALKING 
THIS FAR... 




KABASAWA. 
MOW'D YOU 
GET THERE 
FROM THE 


OH, HEY. 
IT'S MORE 
OPEN OVER 
THAT WAY. 
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DO you THINK 
THIS IS THE 
SHRINE THAT 
COLLEGE GIRL 
MENTIONED?/ 


WE 

SHOULD 
FIND OUR 
WAY BACK 
IF WE 
FOLLOW 
IT. 


WELL, 
AT LEAST 
WE'RE 
BACK ON 
THE PATH. 


SHRINE 
IT'S ? 
PRETTY 
TINY. i 


YOU'RE 

RIGHT. 


I WONDER 
WHAT IT'S A 
SHRINE TO. 
I DON'T SEE 
A SIGN... 


MATCH 


OH, YEAH 
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I WANT 
TO PRAY 
AT THE 
SHRINE 


A'XS^ 




ONE 

MINUTE 

LATER 


TWO 

MINUTES 

LATER 


WHAT'S 
TAKING 
HBR SO 
LONG?! 
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THANKS 

FOR 

WAITING. 


^:^^ > :^ , ii ! i li iHi **(i i 

11^* »*» » »»» » ••••••••• 




...0£7WEB^ 
/MX DAD AW 
HIS FATHBR'S 
COMPANYf 


COULDN'T 
HBLP BUT 
FBBL BAD 
ABOUT 
WHAT HAP- 
PBNBD... 


I THINK 
IT WAS 
MOSTLY 
GUILT 
I FELT 


SO I WAS 
ALWAYS 
A LITTLE 
WORRIED 
ABOUT HIM 


I'M SURE 
THINGS 
COULDN'T 
HAVE 
BEEN 
EASY... 


SHIBASAKhKUN 
STILL NEVER 
MISSED A DAY 
OF SCHOOL. 


HIS 

FATHER'S 

COMPANY 

WENT 

UNDER. 
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AND EVBRy 
DAY, HE'D 
60 TO THE 
LIBRARY, 


WHERE 
HE'D POUR 


ALMOST 


AURA 
TO HIM 


THINKING 
BACK ON 
IT, I THINK 
THAT ms 
WHEN I... 


AND YOUR 
"SHE’S JUST A 
CLASSMATE” 
AHITUDEISjUST 
A SELF-DEFENSE 
MECHANISM! 
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W.// 

'my, 






HEY, 
SUBARU. 
DID YOU 
GETANY 
CHOCOLATE? 






WE'RE 

BACK/ 




weicoMe 

BACK! 
TOOK VOU 
GU'^S lOlUG 
eUOUGH! 


NOTHinCf 

HAPPBABJ>, 


i ’ ’ 

• 1 


1- t ' 



• 9 • 
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WELL, you 

KNOW... 


EITHER? 


STARS 
SURE ARE 

PRETTY 

HERE, 
HUH? . 


YEAH 


s>:< 5 sN 


KABA- 

SAWA 


mm 
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Kw^st^Syt^yjciafc! 


fsimi 


Wx*S:*S!*SX' 


SEMPAI'S 


SAID 6IRLS 
SOMETIMES 
TRyjO 
DOWNPLAY 


MATES, 
THE TALL 
GIRL? 


•mm- 

‘Mm 

rn^rn- 


FEELINGS 
FOR GUYS 


SHE TOLD 
ME SOME¬ 
THING 

EARLIER. 


TRYING TO 
PASS OFF 
VALENTINE'S 
DAY 

CHOCOLATES 
AS JUST A 
FRIENDSHIP 


THAT WAY, 
I WON'T 


THINGS 

EASIER. 


fWAsme 

M/dMENTAL 

^^BNBRGr 




MWQRRYING, 

irnwRiriNG's 

&blNG TO M 

^SUFFBfi W. 
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you ACT 

TOUGH, 


YOU'RE 

PROUD, 


YOU'RE 

SO 

DENSE. 
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IWORLD 
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SHE HAS FIVE 
PEOPLE IN 
HER FAMILY; 
HER MOTHER, 
STEPFATHER, 
STEPBROTHER, 
AND LITTLE 
SISTER. HER 
SIBLINGS 
ARE THE 
SAME AGE. 


I TAILED HER 
FOR A WEEK, 
AND WHILE SHE 
DOES HAVE 
A cafe she 
FREQUENTS, 
THERE WAS 
NO SIGN OF 
ANOTHER MAN 
IN HER LIFE. 


HOWEVER, 
SHE WAS 


It 

V''=^ 

' cs- 

•■4r;'' /-N.rcS^ 


ONLY 

THERE FOR 


ABOUT 
A YEAR. 
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DID 

ANY¬ 

THING 

JUICY 

HAPPEN 

■p 








SOUNDS 
LIKE YOU 


OH, YEAH. 
RUI TOLD 
m ABOUT 
YOU GUYS' 
BEACH 
TRIP. 


OH, YEAH. 
I GUESS 


SOME 


LOVE- f^KUOKcoo 
WISE., WAS MADE, 



JUICY? 

LET'S 


AND AL 
WAS 

ALMOST 
TEMPTED 
TO THE 
DARK 
SIDE... 


ONE 
OF MY 



C 

MEN GOT 
DRUNK 
AND 
KINDA 
THREW 
k A FIT. , 




I ALWAYS 
WANTED 
TO CHECK 
IT OUT 
WHENEVER 
r PASSED 


GLAD I 
FINALLY 
GOT TO 
TRY THIS 
PLACE. 




I'VE HEARD 
WOMEN 
DON'T LIKE 
GOING TO 
RAMEN 
SHOPS 
AND STUFF 
ALONE. 
HOW TRUE 
IS THAT? 





WELL, IT'S 
PROBABLY SILLY, 
BUT I JUST 
CAN'T HELP 
FEELING SELF- 
CONSCIOUS, 
YOU KNOW? 
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SORRY. 


•7 


I.! 


ONB OF OUR 
LIT CLUB 
UNDERCLASS¬ 
MEN, RieHTF 




\ ..A-'* 

i /M. 


wmm 




>• 




YOU 

7 






\ \ ^ 








!l TOLD HIM ^ 
MY FEELINGS 
' ! WHEN WE 




. f 


WERE ALONE 
LAST NIGHT. 








^ / '/ -i' 

r / y /// 

> ' y ///' 
y .V 
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// // 
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>- H E WAS 
REALLY 

EMBARRASSED 
AND JUST 
NODDED. 
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1/F I'M IN 
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THINGS 


GOING 

WELL AT 
WORK. 
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I KNOW 

you 


:•% VI 


r I HAD A \ 
' SNEAKING ' 
SUSPICION 
SINCE NONE OF 
AAV MESSAGES 
HAVE BEEN 
MARKED AS 
V "READ" FOR / 
\ AWHILE. / 


TURNED 


ME DOWN, 


BUT... 








AS TO 
BLOCK 
ME, 

WOULD 

you? 


...SURELy 

you 

WOULDN'T 
DO SOME¬ 
THING SO 
PETTy... 







iillliililif 









MAYBE 
WE CAN 
START 
OVER AS 
FRIENDS 
AND... 


FOR NOW, 
FD LIKE 
TO SET 
ASIDE THE 
RELA¬ 
TIONSHIP 
IDEA. 




I A\Ay HAVE 


FM 

SORRy. 

FVE 


wwww*^ 


A 




COME ON 


f. f,i ^ 


A BIT TOO 




' I r 




i- 

) i i . 


STRONGLy. 




BEEN TO 
Busy TO 
CHECK 




X 


THEN 


■ xV 


FM NOT 



PERHAPS 
yOU'D HAVE 


v\ . 

\ 


WE SHOULD 


\\ ' 


UNDERSTOOD 
WHERE I 


HAVE TAKEN 



I SEE. 




\\\ ' 


MORE TIME 


WELL, 

THAT'S 


WAS COMING 
FROM. 


TO GET TO 


ALL 


KNOW EACH 
OTHER 




RIGHT. 


' ^ V.V.V.' 








FIRST. 
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I WANTED 
TO RETURN 

IT, 


AS 

I SAID 
BEFORE 


BUT I 
COULDN'T 
FIND THE 
COURAGE 

TO SEE you 

AGAIN AND 
KEPT IT. 


I CAN'T 
ACCEPT 
yOUR GIFTS 
WHEN I 
HAVE NO 
INTENTION 
OF DATING 

you. 


IMAyHAVE 
UNDER¬ 
STATED IT 
BEFORE... 


I mNTBD 

you TO 

HAVB IT. 




THINK yoUR 
ATTITUDE OF 
RETURNING 
B/BRYTHING 
IS VERy 
BECOMING, 
EITHER. 
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REGARDING 
THE NEW 
MENU ITEM, 


WITH A 
SCALLOP 

vicHys- 

SOISE* 




*A CHlUeO POTATO SOUP 


WE'LL 
LIST IT 
AS AN 
APPE¬ 
TIZER, 


THE PEAK 
OF SUMMER 


BUT IT'LL 
STAY HOT 
FOR QUITE 
A WHILE. 


I'M 

PLANNING 


AND AS A 
SIDE FOR 
LUNCH. 


IT ON THE 
MENU UNTIL 


^ ' I'M THINK¬ 

ING WE'LL 

I START 

ORDERED SERVING 
PLENTY IT TODAY. 
OF POTA- K 


WE'LL BE 


A LOT 
OF THEM, 
HUH? 
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^ TAKING INTO \ 
ACCOUNT THE TIME 
IT TAKES TO CHILL 
THE POTATOES, IT'D 
BE MORE EFFICIENT 
IF PEEL THEM ALL 
NOW. YOU'D REALIZE 
THAT IF YOU USED 
YOUR HEAD 




A LITTLE 






« « 


« • « • 




* • 








»'• 'W >M»: 
:*>*? 

% M 
•w >:•>. 








NO. WE 
HAVE TO 
PREP THE 
OTHER 
ANTIPASTO* 
LATER. 










OKAY. 


SHOULD 


*APPerizeR 


DO IT FOR 
LUNCH, 
RIGHT? 



HUH. 


HE TALKS 
BIG, BUT I 

PEEL my 


THAN HIM. 
CLEANER, 
TOO. 


TW; \ 


<>. 


m 











«oc. 


IF you 

HAVE TIME 
TO TRASH 
TALK, THEN 
MOVE youR 
HANDS! 




















































































































































CAN you 



TEACH ME 




HOW you 


DO IT? 


A 


h\ 




>s 
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J I^^-SwC i{KrX 
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GOTCHA. 

I'LL 
GIVE IT 
A SHOT. 





iStKAUf^i 


mmm 






•iSf? 


DIG OUT 

PEEL IT 

THE EyES 

FROM TOP 

WITH THE 

TO BOTTOM 

HEEL OF 

LIKE AN 

THE KNIFE 

APPLE, 

1 LIKE SO. 
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I FIGURED 
you COULD 


WHAT A 


DO EVEpy- SHOCK. 


THING 


PERFECTLy 


SINCE you 


^ ♦ 4 
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^ ! 


ALWAyS TALK 


DOWN TO 




EVERyONE. 
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DIDN'T 

GO. 


WHAT 

ABOUT 

HIGH 

SCHOOL 


I DIDN'T 
HAVE THE 
LUXURY. 


MY DAD'S 
DEAD, AND 
THERE'S ONLY 
SO MUCH MY 
MOM CAN DO 
TO SUPPORT 
ME AND 
MY THREE 
SIBLINGS BY 
HERSELF. 


I ONLY 

STARTED 

THIS 

JOB... 


TO HELP 


I'M THE 
OLDEST, 
SO BECAUSE 

OF MY 
SIBLINGS, 

I DIDN'T 
HAVE MUCH 
CHOICE. 


FAMILY 


^ ''THE FIRST 

I PRACTICED PLACE I 
PEELING AND WORKED 
DECORATIVE AT WAS A 

CUTTING WITH JAPANESE 
A KITCHEN RESTAU- 

KNIFE THERE RANT. 


























































































■-r.Kti 




<<:&::a&:S>;::::: 

;y:fe::A¥:fe:::::: 

MWM^ 




%A\V>V 
<^K*» 
j;AW.*. 
A WAV. 
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^v>'^? 
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BUT NOW, 
I THINK IT 
WAS FOR 
THE BEST. 




AS LONG 
AS I POLISH 
MY SKILLS 
AND LEARN 
THE TRADE, 
I WON'T GO 
HUNGRY. 


EVEN 

WITHOUT A 
DIPLOMA, 


ORDER 

TO 

SURVIVE 


I HAVE 
TO LEARN 
AS MUCH 
AS I CAN. 


I'M 

HOME 


CHAN./ 




OH! 

YOU'RE 

HOME 

EARLY, 

FUJII- 

SAN. 



























































































































































‘THINLV SLIceO 
PORK COOKeO 
IN BROTH. 


THE 

COMPANY'S 

BEEN 

TRYING 
TO CUT 
DOWN ON 
OVERTIME 
LATELY. 


SORRY MY 
COOKING 
REPERTOIRE 
ISN'T THE 
GREATEST. 


WE'RE 


OH, YEAH 


CHILLED 

SHABU- 

SHABU* 

TONIGHT. 


ARRIVED 

FOR YOU, 


APPARENTLY, 
IT'S FROM 
NATSUO. 


COULD 


I'LL 
TAKE A 
LOOK. 


HE DIDN'T 
SAY HE WAS 
GONNA 
SEND ANY¬ 
THING... 


HUH? 

HINA- 

CHAN? 






















































































































































































































ms IS 

TANABE. 


lAPOL 

OGIZE 

FOR 

STAR¬ 

TLING 

you. 


I FOUND 
SOME 

SKIRTS THAT 
I THOUGHT 
WOULD LOOK 


PANTS 
WHEN WE 
MET THE 
OTHER 


BUT I 
THINK 
SKIRTS 
SUIT yol 


I THOUGHT 
you MIGHT 
NOT OPEN IT 
IF I SENT 
IT UNDER 
My NAME, 


SO I TOOK 
THE LIBERTy 
OF USING 
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XjKK 

ST: 

InjKH 
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yOUR STEP¬ 
BROTHER'S 
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:^x'':«: 


WHEN MY 
FATHER 
BROUGHT 
UP THIS 
IDEA, 


DROP IT IF 
SHE WAS 
UGLY 


^1 


mM 


XAJ 
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/.*. 


»:<• 


xc< 
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^CS:<k>Z:>, 

‘liiSSS 

iliP 


xo* 


«:< 


<J:< 


x-> 




V.*. 


ft 


X*X 
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5SS 








swe4/? 


'j!X?:*?t*r^< 


^.v 


>,•» x*»j< •»! • >i* 




kW 


MAKE 







































































































































I?2^3?> '<*. 




•sw* 




.•m:6\ 






FM 

HOME/ 






DINNER WILL 
BE READY 
SOON. CAN 
YOU TELL 
HINA-CHAN TO 
COME DOWN¬ 
STAIRS? 


WELCOME 

BACK, 

RUI- 

CHAN. 


YOU'RE 

HOME 

EARLY. 


FOR 

DINNER? 


SHE RAN 
UPSTAIRS 
AS SOON 
AS SHE 
OPENED 


ALL THIS 
WRAPPING 
PAPER 


CHILLED 

SHABU- 

SHABU. 


OH... 

HINA-CHAN 

GOT A 

PACKAGE 

FROM 

NATSUO. 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Wf 


TANABE 




DID you 

NOT LIKE 
THE 

PATTERN? 


^5-iVf 




SI 
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11^4 

^^1 
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IS 1 

s» 


V'V 

'v .!'^ 

^ 11^^ 

* I4«« 

...( 
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AND ^ 

you JUST 

TRAMPLE 
ALL OVER My 
600DWILL 
By SENDING 
THEM BACK 
TOME? 

DON'T you 

THINK THAT'S 
A LITTLE 
INSENSITIVE? 


. M' 

* •• • • **t * • 

lifi 



IT WAS 
SIMPLy 
A KIND 


TURE. 


I TOLD you, 

I DIDN'T 
SEND THESE 
BECAUSE 
I EXPECT 
ANyTHING IN 

RETURN. 




<7 

\J 



THAT'S 
NOT... 




N 



WHAT 

WAS 

THERE 


-■■■■ :>> ■■ * 




NOT TO 

LIKE? 


r SPENT 
A LOT OF 
TIME AND 
EFFORT 
PICKING 
OUT SKIRTS 
THAT SUIT 

you. 







LET ME GIVE 
you SOME 


I'M 

TRyiNG 

TO START 
OVER 
FRESH 


WITH you, 

HINA-SAN. 





IF THAT'S 
THE CASE, 
THEN IT'S 
POINT- 


ADVICE. NOTHING LESS 
GOOD WILL COME 

FROM TAKING 
THIS KIND /V 
OF ATTITUDE ^ V"^ 
L WITH- /- 







































































































I APOLOGIZE, 
BUT TACHIBANA 
IS ON THE 
CLOCK AT THE 
MOMENT. 


THERE'S 
QUITE A LOT 
OF WORK TO 
BE DONE, 
SO IF you WILL 
EXCUSE US. 


THEN 

MAY I ASK 

IF you 

TWO ARE 
ACQUAINT¬ 
ED? 






WHAT DID 


you? NO 
CHATTING 
ON THE 


TH-THANK 

you... 


DO you 

HAVE 

SOME 

TIME... 


euy you ?i 

DUMPBD 
AMBUSHBD P-y 

you AT / 

I WORK?! I r 


. .AFTER 
WORK? 
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AND HE 








GOD, 
WHAT A 


SENT you 


A PRESENT 


UNDER A 


FAKE NAME? 


THAT'S 





I DIDN'T 
SAV ANY- 
THIN6. 






f/l/ \/ll 





SEE IT 




EYES/ 



o. 


BUT NO 
MATTER 
WHAT I SAY, 
HE WON'T 
6IVE UP. 
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PLUS 


iN 



I'M NOT 
SURE 
WHAT 
I'LL DO 
IF THIS 
CONTIN¬ 
UES... 


HIS FATHER 


IS A CLIENT 


OF MY 


MOTHER'S, 






I DON'T 
WANT TO 
6ET THE 
POLICE 
INVOLVED 
SINCE 
HE'S NOT 
HARASSING 
ME YET. 


SERIOUSLY, 
THOUGH. 
HE'S BASICALLY 
STALKING 
YOU, RIGHT? - 
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■w 
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YOU 

SHOULD 
REALLY 
CONSIDER 
TALKING 
TO THE 
POLICE 
ABOUT 
THIS. 
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■ '•V. V- 


SO 


I DON'T 







WANT TO 


// ;/ 





MAKE A BIG 


DEAL OUT 
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THAT'S 


mm 








V k e 


TOUGH. 


jL‘*«3«?ife 


I'VE BEEN 
SEEING HIM 
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AROUND 
THE HOTEL 


A LOT 


LATELY. 
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'm 


lili* 




THIS ISN'T 
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'> 
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THE FIRST 
TIME HE'S 




SHOWN UP. 
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vxt> 





0 


K>:*:«:*:': 






:<*xx*x-;i 




I THINK IT'D 
BE A GOOD 
IDEA TO 
TAKE SOME 
PREVENTATIVE 
MEASURES 
BEFORE HE 
GETS TOO 


''1 


4 


v n \N 




I ^ 


>\ 
/ i\j 




:v 


JUDGING 
FROM HIS 
BEHAVIOR 
TODAY, 
HE MIGHT 
START TO 
ESCALATE 
THINGS. 


IT SEEMED 
SUSPICIOUS, 
BUT I 
FIGURED 
I'D LET IT 
GO SINCE HE 
WAS JUST 
WATCHING 


\A/iTU vr>i I 



# # « 




ALWAYS 




■■mi 





JUST 
OUT OF 
SIGHT OF THE 
COUNTER, 
WATCHING 
YOU WORK. 


SITS IN 
THE 

LOUNGE, 




















































































































































































































I GOT 
A CALL 
FROM 
TSUTAyA- 

SAN. 


OH? 


Sits 


* wt * 


■rvT-'.rr 


. r;- .-t 




* . 


i ® : 








HE SAID MV 
BOOK MADE IT 
THROUGH THE 
MEETING. 






•r< 




r ^ y'MEAN 
y ^ THAT 

I FOOD 

THOUGHT REPORT? 
you WERE _ yC 

AIMIN'FOR fSVlF 
READERS' , 

STOMACHS 
RATHER 
THAN THEIR 

LOINS/ ^ 




fe 


<d 
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I moie 

IT AS 

sepiousw 

AS T 

COULD... 


A 

GAQ 
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• • • • 
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ffi 
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so, IT'S 

SETTLED, 

EH? 








GONNA 
INCLUDE 
THAT SMUT 

SHORT you 

WROTE 
UNDER A 
PEN NAME 
A WHILE 



THAT'S 

GREAT. 



APPAR 




THEY HAD 
SOME 

CRAZY FRESH 
TALENT 
COME IN 
i RECENTLY. I 





SPEAKIN' OF 
SHINKOSHA, 
THE EDITORIAL 
DEPARTMENT 
ms BUZZING 
WHEN I 
DROPPED 
BY THE 
OTHER DAY. 
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v'A' 


TURNS 
OUT, SHE 
WAS A 
BABy-FACED 
COLLEGE 
6IR 


CONTACTED 
HER AND 
ASKED IF 
SHE COULD 
COME IN AS 
SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. 




«vXvj 




SHE SENT 
AN EMAIL WITH 
SOME OF HER 
WORK ATTACHED, 
ASKING FOR AN 
APPOINTMENT. 
THE EDITORIAL 
DEPARTMENT 
WAS BLOWN 



SEEMS IT 
WAS HER 
FIRST SUB¬ 
MISSION, 
TOO. 




OH./ 

THAT WAS 
PROBABLY 
MY UPPER- 





/ WHAT 

' WAS 

I THINK 

IT WAS NAM^^ 

HANAMURA A6AIN? 

SOMETHING . 

OR OTHER. N-^ 




ri t£‘ 







THIS MEANS 
YOU'VE GOT 
ONE MORE 
OBSTACLE 
STANDIN' IN 
YOUR WAY. 






V*'* '• 


I'LL JUST 
KBBP DOING 
BVBRYTNING 
I CAN TO 
WRITB WHAT 
I THINK 
IS BBST! 



SURE 
THAT WAS 
A GOOD 
IDEA? 
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BUT I'M 
60NNA NEED 
A LOT OF 
RESEARCH 
IF I WANT TO 
TACKLE A 
THEME LIKE 
THAT. 


PARTIALLY, 

I WAS 
INSPIRED 
BY THAT 
UPPER¬ 
CLASSMAN'S 
SCRIPT. 



VFAU 

ABOUT THAT. 


I THOUGHT 


I MIGHT 


TRY TAKING 







I 


* 1 * 

\ 

♦ 4 ♦ 


\ 

♦ ♦^♦♦^« ♦♦ ♦ ♦ 

* 4 • 4 A 4 N 4 4 

♦ ' ♦ • ♦’ ' 

* J 


4 * 1 





ON SOME 
GENRES I'VE 
AVOIDED 



SO FAR. 


...I'M 

GATHERING 

A\ATERIAL 

FORA 

NONFICTION 






I'LL BE 
TALKING TO 
THE FAMILIES 
OF PEOPLE 
INVOLVED IN 
TRAUMATIC 
INCIDENTS 
AND HEARING 
THEIR 
STORIES. 


AT THE 
MOMENT 


STORIES 
LIKE THAT 




SUSPENSE, 

CRIME 


DRAMA... 


USUALLY 


END UP 


FOCUSING 


' '• kv V :j.* 








ON LOGIS¬ 


TICS, 
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BUT I'D LIKE 


V. s 


TO TRY WRITING 


.V’ 


'll. 


e: 


TL**' 


SOMETHING 




4 S 




THAT DELVES 




MORE INTO 


$1 


THE PSYCHO¬ 


LOGICAL SIDE 


ix'Jj 




y.<V‘> 


:-:;:;X; 


'Xs*X^ 


OF THINGS. 
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WHEN 
THE 
LAAAST 
GRAIN 
OF SAND 
IN THAT 
HOUR- 


FEEL THE 
HEAT 
PULLING 
SWEAT OUT 
OF EVERY 
SINGLE 


THIS 
MUST 
BE WHAT 
A DETOX 


SURPRISED 
YOU FOUND 
A PLACE 
WITH PRIVATE 
OPEN-AIR 


AND MINI 
SAUNAS. 


JUST A 
LITTLE 
LONGER 


IT'S BEEN A 
WHILE SINCE 
WE WENT 
SOMEWHERE 
TOGETHER. I 
SEARCHED MY 
BUTT OFF... 
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I FEEL KINDA 
BAD THAT 
WE'RE THE 
ONLY ONES 
PAMPERING 
OURSELVES. 


MAYBE WE 
SHOULD'VE 
INVITED 
EVERYONE. 






mmm. 


IT'S FINE. 
NATSUO'S 
BUSY WRITING 
EXTRAS FOR 
HIS BOOK, 






































































































THEN, UH... 
WASN'T IT 




^HUH 


A BAD IDEA 
TO TELL 




I GUESS 
THEY'RE 


GONNA 


PUT OUT AN 





HE SAID HE 
DIDN'T WANT 


TO TELL THE 
FAMILY UNTIL 



ANTHOLOGY 
OF HIS 


SHORT 


STORIES. 



'-♦» /I ” 


y,. 


THAT'S 

GREAT. 


ppem MUCH 


V up/c 

GETTING 
CLOSER AND 
CLOSER TO 

ACHIEVING 
HIS DREAM. 



MAKCS HIM 
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/lUTHOP, 


mHTFf 
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HINA-NEE, 
HOW ARE 



HEY/ 






WANNA 

CHECK 



OUT THE 


THEY HAD 


ai. 


ICE CREAM 


RS 


Ik 


AND BEAN 


BUNS AND 
ALL SORTS 



TOWN IN 
A LITTLE 
BIT? 


OF STUFF/ 



- i •U 
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THOUGHT 
IT'D BE A 
WASTE 
NOT TO. 


you 

SHOULD 
HOP IN, 
TOO, 
RUI. 






YOU'RE 

GETTING 

IN AGAIN? 
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HE MIGHT 
START TO 
ESCALATE 
THINGS. 
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tfAVBB WE 
SHOULD'VE 
PICKED UP 
GROCERIES 
ON THE 
WAY BACK. 


WE'RE 

BACK./ 
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{^45 A/E., 


^.LURKING 
AROUND THE 
WHOLE TIME? 
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I TOLD you 

THAT DOING 
FLOWING 
NOODLES 
ON THE 
STAIRS 
WOULDN'T 
WORK/ 


THE 

ANGLE'S 

TOO 


HE>y HOW 
ARE WE 
SUPPOSED 
TO CATCH 
THE/V^ LIKE 


YOU'RE 
JUST NOT 
TRYING HARD 
ENOUGH/ 
SHOW SOME 
SPIRIT/ 


C'MON/ 

HERE 

COMES 

THE 

NEXT 

BATCH/ 


MOW'D 


DRAGGED 
INTO 
. THIS? 




I COULD 
BE WORK¬ 
ING ON MY 
MANUSCRIPT 
RIGHT 

NOW... 































































































































OH, 

REM IMP ME WHO 
KEEP5 5HARlNCr 
THE LOVE when¬ 
ever HE CrET5 A 
LOAP OF FRE5H 
VECrCrlE5 ANP 
RICEACrAlN? 


THIS KINDA 
THING'S 
MORE FUN IN 
A GROUP/ 


NOW QUIT 
COM¬ 
PLAINING, 
GIRD yoUR 
LOINS, AND 
SNATCH 
UP THOSE 
NOODLES/ 








THCPe WAS 

wo m 

WePF GOWWA 
CATCH QUAIL 
CGGS AWD 
KOWJAC 


BOILED 
DUMPLINGS 
WERE ALL 
COULD DO 
AT THAT 


JUST THROW 
WHATEVER 
you HAVE 
ON HAND 
DOWN THE 
. CHUTE. , 


you Guys 

PROBABUy 
HAD A LAME 
BREAK, 

ANyWAy, 

RIGHT? 


AH, C'MON. 

DON'T you 

WANNA 
MAKE SOME 
LAST-MINUTE 
MEMORIES 
BEFORE 
SUAAMER 
ENDS? 


S ' 


















































































































































































































AND HERE 
I THOUGHT 
THEY'D 
BASICALLY 
HAND ME A 
BOYFRIEND 
WHEN I 
ENTERED 
MEIJI U. 


ANYONE KNOW 
A HOTTIE WITH 
A BRIGHT 
FUTURE THEY 
CAN INTRODUCE 
ME TO? 
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I HATE 
TO 

ADMIT 
IT, BUT 
YOU'RE 
RIGHT. 


I ENDED 
UP WORK 
ING ALL 
BREAK. 
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THAT'S 

GREAT! 




WHATP 




OUSLY 





/ / 


X/ 


yV J 


I EVEN 
A\ADE 
PLANS TO 


A BOOK 
OF SHORT 



I HAD A 
PRETTY GOOD 
SUMMER 
OVERALL. I 
WENT TO THE 
BEACH AND 

EVERYTHING. 
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HAW. I V 

GUESS YOU 
COULD CALL THINKING 

IT CRIMINAL SUS- 
PSYCHOL- PENSE. 
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so, THAT'S 
WHY YOU'RE 
ITCHING TO 
GET BACK 
TO WRITING. 


WHAT'S 
YOUR NEW 
STORY 
GONNA BE 
ABOUT? 









RE¬ 

CEIVE 

MY 


m 1 ^ 


HAVE 
THIS FISH 
SAUSAGE 
TO CELE¬ 
BRATE! 
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NO KID WAfiTS 
TO GROW UP 
TO BE THE 
BAD GUy THEY 
READ ABOUT 
OR SEE ON TV. 


SO, I'M 
CURIOUS 


WHAT 

EXACTLY 



THROUGH 
SOMEONE'S 
HEAD AT THE 
MOMENT THEY 
LOSE THEIR 
SENSE OF 
RIGHT AND 
V WRONG. A 



I'D LIKE 
TO WRITE 
SOMETHING 
THAT DELVES 
INTO THAT 
PSYCHOLOGY. 
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WHOA, 

WHOA, 

WHOA. 

THAT'S 

ANOTHER 

THING 

ENTIRELY. 






u 


flow 

50 ?? 


u 




SOME SENSE n 
OF MORALITY 
THAT COMPLETELY 
CLASHES WITH 
WHAT THE 
GENERAL POP¬ 
ULATION WOULD 
CONSIDER 

\ "WRONG"? J 


DO THEY 
HAVE SOME 
SORT OF 
INNATE 
DESIRE TO 
DO BAD 
THINGS? 






THAT'S WHY I 
WAS SAYING I 
DON'T REALLY 
HAVE TIME 
FOR FLOWING 
NOODLES... 



HURRY 
UP AND 
FINISH IT 
SO I CAN 
READ m 


b c' 

WHEN'S 


\ 



COMING 
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TANABE' 
SAMA, 
I PRE¬ 
SUME? 


mm 


mmm 


*»!•*•«* 


im 


I HAVE A 
MOMENT 

OF youR 

TIME? 
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I'M JUST 


STALK- 






HERE FOR 


ING? 


WORK 


EXCUSE 


*x>; 


ME? 


*1 



>R¥r\ 




Jm, 
JrM'. 


MULTIPLE 










STAFF MEMBERS 


•:V?;ftVAv 






HAVE CONFIRMED 


THAT you HAVE 


NEVER MET WITH 


ANVONE ON yoUR 









■Ty-Z^-- 


A.^ ■^' T 'Wy \ . 
:^:'r. .y. s‘LyV '* 


NUMEROUS 


X 


VISITS TO OUR 


A 


HOTEL. 


ymm. 
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WE HAVE 


DETERMINED 


THAT you ARE 


STALKING ONE 


OF THE RE- 


’'jsm 

liM 


CEPTIONISTS, 

TACHIBANA... 
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AS 


SUCH 




IF you 

REFUSE TO 
DESIST THIS 
CONDUCT, 
THEN WE 
WILL HAVE NO 
CHOICE BUT 
TO ALERT THE 
AUTHORITIES. 





I WE ^ 
WOULD 
ALSO LIKE 
TO INFORM 
you THAT 

youR 

ACTIONS 
ARE IN 
VIOLATION 
OF THE 



LAW. 




WE HAVE 
A RESPON- 

SIBILITy TO 

GUARANTEE 

THE SAFETy 
OF OUR 
EMPLOyEES. 


AS 

EMPLOy- 
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STALK 

ING? 


FEARS 

FOR 

HER 

SAFETY 

1 ? 



ARB NO 
LONSBR 
WBLCOMB 
AT OUR 
BSTABLISH- 
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AFRAID 


fel 
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HEY, 

THERE/ 


DO YOU 
HAVE THE 
EVENING 
SHIFT, TOO, 
TACHIBANA- 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THBY 

BANNED 

YOUR 


FROM THE 
HOTEL 
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MS ! 


ABOUT 

YESTER 


OH, YEAH. 
DID THE 
MANAGER 
TELL YOU? 









ii 


BUT I HEAR 
A LOT OF THE 
TIME, THEY 
REALIZE WHAT 
THEY'RE DOING 
AND BACK OFF 
WHEN THEY'RE 
CONFRONTED. 


PEOPLE WHO 
DO STUFF 
LIKE THAT 
CAN'T LOOK AT 
THEMSELVES 
OBJECTIVELY, 
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WB'VB BBBN 



eBTTINe 




NONSTOP 


COMPLAINTS 


AND SILBNT 


CALLS ALL 


AFTBRNOON. 
















THE 

PRESIDENT 
TOLD US 
TO "STAY 
CALM AND 


RESOLUTE/' 


APPAR¬ 

ENTLY, 

SOME¬ 

TIMES 

THEY 

NAME 


SOME¬ 

ONE. 


...AND ALL 
OF THEM 
ARE TOTALLY 
GROUNDLESS 
ACCUSA¬ 
TIONS. 


JUDGING 
FROM THE 




VOICES, 
IT SEEMS 






BUT HOW 
ARE WE 
SUPPOSED 
TO WORK 
LIKE 

THIS? 




THEY KEEP 


TO BE A 
HANDFUL 
OF PEOPLE 

CALLING 

OVER AND 
OVER. 


SAYING, 

"FIRE THE 










TIONIST./" 
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MOST 
OF THE 
COMPLAI NTS 
ARE ABOUT 
CUSTOMER 
SERVICE... 
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TACHl 

BANA 


DID you DO 
SOMBTHINGP 




WE AGREED 
ON THREE 
DAYS, BUT IF 
SHIT GETS 

DICEY, WE'RE 

OUT, GOT IT? 


I DON'T 
REALLY 
CARE AS 
LONG AS 
YOU PAY, BUT 
I'M JUST 
CURIOUS. 








































































































































































































































































































































































.SH% 


SSM*V 




•^m 

liMti 






mm 


«i$ft'i;«r<;r$^^v 






c<;>>:ft:;X;X::;:i>>X:>:ow;X;:o:v:;X;:;:;X;:;>:;x^ 

^^^^:^:|xj»:y:|x|;<|:y:|>:|:|x;:|:|>:|:j:|x*:;>:|x|;: 
»>««*•>>»:*»< Jx*:o>>:y:J:y>>>>xyx«:*>>xJ:<«x 




ygsii 






:y:«:-x-x-:*:‘>x*x-:*: 




...so 

IT'S 

MUCH 


I CAN'T 
GO SEE 
HERAT 
THAT 
HOTEL 
ANYMORE 


IT'S NOT 
AS SIMPLE 
AS THAT. 


HAVB NO 
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ENOUGH/ 
I'M WALKING 
you TO THE 
STATION NEAR 
yOUR HOUSE 
AND THAT'S 


P**USU 




1 CAN'T 
ASK you TO 
DO THAT... 
you LIVE 
ON THE 
OTHER SIDE 
OF TOWN, 
SUSUKINO- 
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BUT yOUR 

PLACE IS 
JUST A 
LIIITTLE TOO 
FAR AWAY. 


IT'D BE 
GREAT 

IF you 

COULD 


NO 

BUTS/ 


I SWEAR, 
WHAT KIND 
OF ASS¬ 
HOLE GOES 
THROUGH 
ALL THAT 
TROUBLE 
TO HARASS 
SOMEONE? 


TONIGHT IF 
I DON'T 
DO THIS. 


OVER 


WEIRD 

CHICK 


SERI¬ 

OUSLY, 

WHAT'S 

THE 

DEAL 


ARE you 

A TROUBLE 
A^AGNET 
OR WHAT, 
TACHIBANA- 
SAN?/ 


SHE CAME 
TO THE 
FRONT DESK 
WHILE WE 
WERE ON 
BREAK. 


SHE 
ASKED, 
IS TACHI 
BANA- 
SAN 
HERE?" 


TIONIST 
ASKED IF 
SHE KNEW 

you, 


SHE JUST 
SAID, 

NO, I DON'T, 


SHUFFLED 
OFF ALL SUS 
PICIOUSLY. 
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CAN I 
JUST SAY 
SOMETHING 
FIRST? 


REALLY 
THE BEST 
PLACE 
TO CHAT 
































































































































































































































































































' APPARENTLY, 
SHE HEARD 
ABOUT 
TACHIBANA- 
SAN FROM 
TANABE-SAN 
AND THE OTHER 
WORKERS 
IN HIS 

k DEPARTMENT, i 


SHE'S A 
GOOD 
FRIEND WHO 
SUPPORTED 
ME WHEN 

EVERYTHING 

WENT 

SOUTH. 


V 



SO, ONE 
OF YOUR 
OLD CO¬ 
WORKERS 
TOLD YOU 
ABOUT 
TACHIBANA 
CHAN. 



mm 








WHAT 

EXACTLY 

DID you 

WANT 
TO TALK 
ABOUT? 



m.. 




I'M 


SOR- 


r GET WHY 
you DID IT, 
BUT you 

SCARED THE 
CRAP OUT OF 
US SHOWING 
UP UNAN¬ 
NOUNCED 
LIKE THAT/ 
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RY/ 






( SO I 
ASKED HER 
TO KEEP AN 
EYE ON THE 
SITUATION 
FOR ME. 


SHE TOLD 
ME HE WAS 
SEEING 
SOMEONE 
NEW, 
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COMPLETE 
STRANGER 
I KNOW 
IT'S NOT MY 
PLACE TO 
SAY THIS, 
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Vv 





r.c?- 




BUT 

AFTER GOING 
THROUGH 
THE SAME 
THING, r HAD 
TO WARN 


♦s\. 
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TOBB 


FRANK, 
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‘Hi 






MET EACH 
OTHER'S 
PARENTS AND 
EVEN GOT 
ENGAGED 






>>• *' ..-''' 





MIKI SAID THEY 
WANTED TO 
PERFORM AT 
THEWEDDING, 
SO SHE ASKED 
ME TO TELL 
HER WHEN WE 
DECIDE ON 
A DATE. . 




ISN'T THAT 
GREAT? I 
CANT WAIT. 


/•;r* 


•-iv^ 




iminii 



HBWAS 
THOUGHTFUL, 
AND OFTEN 
ADVISED ME 
ABOUT MY 
CAREER. 


HE WAS 
KIND TO 
ME BACK 
WHEN 
WE WERE 
JUST 
DATING. 


X: 



. <4. iX* 





I'D RATHER 
NOT HAVE 
THEMATTHE 
RECEPTION. 
YOU KNOW? 


ISEETHEM 
AT COMPANY 
DINNERS 
SOMETIMES. 
BUT THEY’RE 
ALWAYS 
LOUD AND 
UNLADYLIKE. 


♦ W I W ♦ ♦ 


THEY 
DON’T 
HAVE ANY 
CLASS 





HEY, 









^ i ^ »to t* >•<••♦•♦ 

*’***?Si 




mm 




DO YOU 
MIND 
NOT JUST 
INVITING 
YOUR 
FRIENDS 
LIKE 
THAT? 




YOU SHOULD 
REALLY 
BE MORE 
SELECTIVE 
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AND WITH 


EACH 


PASSING 



DAY... 
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If III II 


\ u 1 


STRUCK 


IT DIDN'T 


ME AS 


TAKE ME 


LONG TO 


/♦%%% 



REALIZE 
THAT WASN'T 


THOUGHT 


THE CASE. 


HE MIGHT'VE 
JUST BEEN 



IN A BAD 
MOOD THAT 


•.}• \\\*i 
•y 


>yr<y'm 




L vmV 

KhVkr.^ 


* *••': .'A 

ifvS 


DAY. 
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EH, IT’S 


NOT BAD. 


BUT IT’S 


NOT GOOD. 


EITHER. 


GET IT 






TOGETHER 


BEFORE 


' VWQg. 




WE GET 


MARRIED. 





DON'T SHOW UP 


ARB 


TO OUR DATES SO 


BADLY DRESSED. 


YOU MAKE /tf£ LOOK 


LIKE A JOKE. 


yVU'RB so 



I ALWAYS 
THOUGHT 
YOU 

SBBMBD 

KINDA 

DITZY, 

BUT 

a MON... 


you 


WELL, AM I 
WRONG? 


yOU'RB 


STUPID euEssi 


JUST 


OR 


SHOULDN'T 


EXPECT 


WHAT? MUCH. 


TCH... 


THAT'S A 


YOUR 



YOU'VB 


THIRD-RATE INCOMPETENCE 


UNIVERSITY 



GRADUATE 


FOR YA 


FOR ITSELF. 


WBRB you 

RAISBD 
IN A BARN? 
ISWBAR 
TO GOD... 


CAN'T YOU 
FIGURE IT OUT? 
IT'S SO OBVIOUS. 


GOT A LOT 


OF NERVE, 


MAKING 


MB WAFT. 


HOW MANY 
TIMES ARE 


YOU GONNA 
MAKE THE 


SAME 

MISTAKE? 
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YES? 


HUH? 

PIZZA? 






HE WOULDN'T 
HEAR IT, BUT 
r MANAGED 
TO ESCAPE 
BY GETTING 
MY PARENTS 
INVOLVED. 




I COULDN'T 
TAKE IT ANY¬ 
MORE AND 
TOLD HIM 
I WANTED 
TO BREAK 
OFF THE EN¬ 
GAGEMENT. 






;'( 



PIZZA 
mZA 













FORTHE 



I HAVE 20 
EXTRA-LARGE 
DELUXE 
PIZZAS HERE 
FOR YOU! 
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OUT THAT I 
COULDN'T GO 
INTO WORK 
FOR DAYS 
AND HAD TO 
QUIT MY JOB 
ALTOGETHER. 






BUT 


0 0 4 


...IT 

DIDN'T 

STOP 

THERE. 
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i^vivv-a 
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HE USED 
EVERY 
HARASS¬ 
MENT 
TRICK 
IN THE 
BOOK. 
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F “t-rc 
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SOMEONE 
EMAILED ME 
A SHOPPED 
IMAGE OF YOU 
ANY IDEA 
























































































































































WHEN I 
THOUGHT 
THAT HIS 
HARASS¬ 
MENT 
MIGHT 
NEVER 
END... 




...AND MX 
PARENTS 
SUFFERED 
A GREAT 
DEAL, 
TOO. 
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I HAD 
TO START 
SEEING A 
DOCTOR 


mm 
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MY 

PARENTS 
AND I 
HAVE 
SUFFERED 


ENOUGH! 
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HOW 
LONG 
IS THIS 
GOING TO 


LAST?! 



WHY ARE 
YOU BEING 
SO CRUEL?! 
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AND AT 
LAST, My 
SUFFERING 

FINALLY 

ENDED. 
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SOI 
FIGURED 
SEEING ME 
HAGGARD AND 
EMACIATED 
KILLED ANY 
OBSESSION 
HE HAD 








wm 






FOR ME. 


HE DID 
EVERY¬ 
THING 
FROM A 
DISTANCE, 
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THEY TOLD 
ME THEY 
COULDN'T 
DO ANYTHING 
UNLESS I HAD 
CONCRETE 
PROOF. 


BUT AT 
THE TIME, 
THE ANTI¬ 
STALKING 
ACT 
HADN'T 
BEEN 
REVISED 
YET. 
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s«««* 









B-BUT 
COULDN'T 
YOU HAVE 
DONE 

SOMETHING 

BEFORE 
THINGS 
GOT THAT 
BAD? 


w isV-wl^Ss''?•: 



I DON'T 
WANT ANY¬ 
ONE ELSE 

TO GO 
THROUGH 
WHAT I 


I'M STILL 
SEEING A 
DOCTOR 
OVER ALL 
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FM 

TAKING 

OFF 

FOR THE 
NIGHT. 


TACHI- 

BANA- 

CHAN/ 


TAKE 

IT 

EASY. 




NO... 
FM STILL 
ON THE 
FENCE. 


WELL... 
WHAT IF HE 
BOTHERS THE 
HOTEL AGAIN 
BECAUSE 
OF IT? 


YOUR 




IS MORE 
IMPORTANT, 
TACHIBANA- 
CHAN./ 
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I SHOULD 
PROBABLY TBLL 
MOM BBFORB 
I TALK TO THB 




I'M 

ALWAYS UGH 
WORRY- • • • 
ING 
HBR. 


HUH? 
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mm 






DON'T 

TELL 

ME... 


LIKE I'M 
BEING 
WATCHED. 


IS 

SOMEONE 
FOLLOW¬ 
ING ME? 
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THEY 
SAY YOU 
SHOULD 
PRETEND 
TO BE ON 
THE PHONE 
WITH 

SOMEONE. 




OH, 

YEAH. 


AT 

TIMES 

LIKE 


lo. 


m........ 
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WANT ME 
TO PICK 
ANYTHING 














































































































































































































WHAT'S 
UP, 
HINA- 
NEE? 
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SURE 
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NO. 

BUT. 


WE SHOULD 
DEFINITELY 
GO AGAIN 
SOMETIME., 





HA. HA. 
WHAT’S 
WITH 
THAT? 


I 

I 

I 


DO YOU 
WANNA 
GET RAMEN 
AGAIN OR 
SOMETHING? 




\ 





I WAS 
JUST 
WONDER¬ 
ING WHAl 

you WERE 
UP TO. 


O-OH, 
UM— 








vy.< 
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JUST TELL 
ME WHERE 
YOU ARE. 


WHAT'S 

GOTTEN 

INTO 

you? 






DON'T 
WORRY. 
IJUST 
WANTED TO 
HEAR yOUR 
VOICE A 
LITTLE. 



c-srav- 





• ^ 

•V 

m 

m * 


5* 


• 


• • 

ww 

W-* 



♦%'vNn 
• « « « \ «\ « 



HINA-NEE, 
YOUR VOICE 
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TAILING 


NOT GO 
MAKING 
FALSE 
ACCUSA- 


BROTHER, 

RIGHT? 


TANABE 

SAN. 




you WERE 
TAILING 
HINA-NEE, 
WEREN'T 
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RIGHT? 


you CAN'T 
CLIN6 TO 
BI6 SIS 


ALMOST 
SOUND LIKE 
YOU'RE 
WORRIED 
ABOUT A 


A LITTLE 
ATTACHED 

TO youR 


AREN'T 
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WHY 


DO YOU 


ALWAYS TRY 


TO SOLVB 


B/BRYTme 


BY YOUR- 
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I WORRY 






THE HELL?! 


YOU HAVE 


■ f .. 


TO TELL 


US ABOUT 


THIS KIND 


WHY 


MYSELF 


CAN'T 


SICK 


YOU 


ABOUT YOU 


UNDER¬ 


STAND 


YOU ALWAYS 




THAT?! 


PRETEND 


YOU'RE 



FINE! 



OF SHIT! 
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WRITING 
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GONNA PUT 
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OUT AN 
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ANTHOLOGY 


OF HIS SHORT 
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STORIES. 
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6ET TO KNOW 
ME BETTER/ 


Tanabe's gotten really attached to Hina! Let's review everything 
that's happened so far, in the form of a quiz! 

Q1- 

What was Tanabe doing when he first met Hina? ^ 




A. Pretending that he 

was just there for work. B. Using the alias "Tsurumi 


C. Disguising himself 


Q2. 

What does the outdoors-loving Tanabe 
enjoy doing on his days off? 



I TAKE IT 
yOU'RE 
MORE 
OF AN 
OUTDOOR 
TYPE, 

TANABE- J\ 







A. Futsal 


B. Solo camping 


C. Stalking 


BB C, RieHTF 

















































































Q3. 

Where did Tanabe invite Hina 
on one of their days off? 




WHOA... 
WHAT A 
RITZY 
APART¬ 
MENT. 


HOW TO LIVE LIFE 
TO THE FULLEST. 
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B. A self-improvement 


seminar. 
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C. A sex museum. 



Q4. 

What did Tanabe give as a present to 
the alcohol-loving Hina? 



A. Whiskey. 


you 

SAID 

YOU'VE 

BEEN 

INTO 

WHISKEY 

LATELY. 
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B. Spirytus. 
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IT'S 192 
PROOF/ 




tM 
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JUST 'CAUSE 
IT'S EXPENSIVE, 
DOESN'T MEAN 
IT'S GOOD 


'0 0 0 


C. His home-made 
kuchikamizake.* 
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4 » ^ • 
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THIS IS A 

MSCtRACE TO 


s- 







•SAKe FeftMBHTeO USING HUMAN SALIVA. 


































































Q5. 

What did Tanabe do when Hina's heel broke? 


AH.., 


OH, 

NO... 




u 


A. Gave her a 
piggy back ride 


B. Took an identical pair of 
shoes out of his bag. 


C. Became the path 
beneath her feet. 



Q6. 

What did Tanabe request of Hina 
at the trendy bar? 


■ ks 


A. To go out with him 
with the intention of 
getting married. 


B. To fill out a marriage 
registration form. 


UC E: 






Wi 





WOULD 

you BE 

WILLING 

TO... 
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/a 
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C. To take a look 
at a church. 









































































Q7. 

What was the necklace that Tanabe 
gave to Hina in the shape of? 



A. A caged bird. B. A cool skull. C. Tanabe. 



Q8. 

Tanabe's been stalking Hina! 
What did he see? 



A. Natsuo and Hina at the B. Natsuo and Hina on a 

fireworks festival. mountainside retreat. C. Natsuo and Hina doin' it. 





* 




I MEAN, NO yVVATTER 
WHICH ONE, I COULD 
SEE HIM BEING LIKE, 
"OH YEAH, I WAS 
THERE, 100." 
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APPAR- 
' ENTLY 

WHAT IT'S FROM 
COULD NATSUO. 
ITBE? 


fT'SA 

SWAN. 


MAKB 

••.AND SUPB TO 
M'LL 

DANC£ TO ff 
NtGASHIMU^ 

MXAAiA 

ONDO 

rOGETW- _ 


I MADB A 
SWAN THAT 
WOULD LOOK 
PGPKCT 
ONTOa 


fT'S 

TANA&a 


...50 
I TOOK 
THB LiB&^TY 
OFUSiNG 
>VUQ ST5P- 
Bf^TH^'S 
NAMB. 


ULAPLY 
MAKE 
USB OF 
A BLACK 
VBPSfON. 


lAPOL 

: A : A OGiZB 

FOP 

STAR- 

IMADBA 

SKIRT THAT - - 

WOULD LOOK 
PBRFBCT 
ON YOU. 


f H IHOPB 
YOU'LL 
ENJOY 
LOOKING 
...TO at 
YOUR TANABB 

HEART'S 
CONTENT. 


I THOUGHT 
YOU'D 
UKBSOMB 
CLOTHES 
WTTH MY 
MC6 0W 
THEM. 


SOI TOOK 
THE LIBERTY 
OF USING 
>OUR STEP¬ 
BROTHER'S 
NAMB. 


TANABB 


THIS IS 
TANABB. 


lAPOL 

OGI2B 

FOR 

STAR- 

TUNG 

xoa 


you 

^RE 
WEARING 
PANTS 
WHBN^ 
MET THE 
OTHER 


I THOUGHT 
>OU MIGHT 
NOT OPEN IT 
IF I SENT 
IT UNDER 
AiYNAME, 


I FOUND 
SOME 

SKIRTS THAT 
I THOUGHT 
WOULD LOOK 
PERFECT 
CW>OU- 


BUT! 
THINK 
SKIRTS 
SUIT YOU 


HOPE 

YCHJ'LL 

WEAR 

THEM. 


...DON'T 
FEEL THE 
NEED TO 
RETURN 
THEM. 


SOI TOOK 
THE LIBERTY 

OF us/we 

yxXJR STEP¬ 
BROTHER'S 
NAME. 


P& I'M 
MOSTLY 
SENDING 
THESE 
F(XMY 
OWN 
GRATIFh 
CATION, 


APPAR- 
' ENTLY 

WHAT IT'S FROM 
COULD NATSUO. 
ITBE? 


B. A swan skirt for a party act. 


I THOUGHT 
>VU MIGHT 
NEED A 
PARTY ACT... 


C. A Tanabe-print skirt. 


* A FOLK-STYLe 
50H6 POPULAR- 
IZeO BY ITS 1976 
VERSION. ANO 
flCCOMPANVINO 
OANCE. BY KEN 
SHIMURA. 


Q9. 

What was the design of the skirt that 
Tanabe sent Hina under Natsuo's name? 


A. A smart, fiorai print skirt. 























































































Q10. 

How did Tanabe react when he was told he was 
no longer welcome at the hotel? 

A. Made harassing 



complaints. 



B. Graffiti. C. Plastic Surgery. 



Q11. 

How did Tanabe harass his former fiancee? 














W^MZZA 

- 

J 

IfWZZA 



ZA 



IF yOU'VE REALLY 


BEEN PAYING ATTENTION, 


THIS SHOULD BE EASY' 


NOW YOU, TOO, CAN BE A 


TANABE EXPERT.' 


'L 


FOR THE RECORD, 
THE ANSWERS ARE 
ALL "A"-.. 
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^e?::VC. 


W *i f fj 
Mt H4S 


I THOUGHT 
THINGS WERE 
GOING WELL 
BETWEEN 
you AND 
TACHIBANA- 
SAN'S 

DAUGHTER?/ 


GET OUT 
HERE AND 
EXPLAIN 
YOURSELF/ 


DO you 

MEAN 

SHE'S A 

VICTIM?! 


THROUGH A 
REPORT BY THE 
VICTIM, WE’VE 
DETERMINED 
THAT YOU’VE 
COMMIHED 
SEVERAL ACTS 
IN VIOLATION 
OF THE 

ANTI-STALKING 


TO CEASE 
BEHAVIOR 
OF THIS 
NATURE 
IMMEDI- 


...THEN YOU 
MAYBE 
TAKEN INTO 
CUSTODY. 






















































































































































































HE 

SEEMED 
LIKE SUCH 
A NICE 
MAN, TOO. 


I CAN'T 
BELIEVE 
HE WAS 
STALKING 
YOU! 


THEY SAID 
THEY GAVE 
HIM A 
WARNING. 


I'M SO 
SORRY, 
DEAR.^ 


THANK 

YOU 

VERY 

MUCH. 


THANK 


DON'T BEAT 
YOURSELF 
UP, MOM. 
IT'S NOT 
YOUR FAULT. 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THANKFULLy 
NATSUO-KUN 
CAME TO MV 
RESCUE. 





THE OTHER 
DAY, JUST 
WHEN I 
THOUGHT I 
WAS IN THE 
CLEAR, HE 
FOLLOWED 
ME ON MY 
WAY HOME. 



MY 

HUSBAND 
SAW THEM. 
ANY IDEA 
WHAT 

HAPPENED? 


HEY, DID 
YOU HEAR? 
THE POLICE 
CAME 
KNOCKING 
ON THE 
TANABE-SAN'S 
DOOR LAST 
NIGHT. 
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GOOD 





















































































































I WONDER 
WHAT 
COULD'VE 
HAPPENED 
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Teacher Let Go After Stalking Accusations Surface 


:!r- *:• *:! ;* •<•• r 


. - 

,n accordance with the Anh-Stalking Act, the Pre e 


mmittfift have moved to disch 


>y.>»y. 
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SHE WAS 
HAPPy 

WITH HOW 
THINGS 
TURNED 
OUT. 


WEL¬ 

COME 

BACK. 


IDENT 

FOR 

you. 


IT'S 

ALREAOy 
BEEN A 
WEEK, 
HUH? 






















































































































































































WHAT ELSE 
ARE WE 
PAVING OUT- 
RAGEOUSLV 
HIGH TAXES 
FOR, RIGHT? 





YOU 

CAN 

SAV 

THAT 

AGAIN 



.V, 


5* y 'O’ 










THANK 


SILLV NOW. 

I SHOULD'VE 
GONE TO 
THE POLICE 
RIGHT AT 
THE START. 
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IS THIS NEW 
LOOK FOR 
SOMEBODY IN 
PARTICULAR? 




I... 

I LIKE 

IT. 




THANK 
you SO 
MUCH. 



Mr^HINK IT 
GIVES YOU 
A PRETTy 
DIFFERENT 



•> 
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WELL, IT'S 
NICE TO 
SEE THAT 
IT'S A HIT. 
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IT 

GIVES 
THE 
DISH A 
GOOD 
MOUTH- 


WE STRAIN 
OURS MORE 
THOR¬ 
OUGHLY 
THAN MOST 
PLACES. 


Vi 


' V ^ ' ' 
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THEN 

WANNA TRY 
GARNISH¬ 
ING IT WITH 
A RADISH? 


RAD¬ 

ISH? 








BUT IT'D 
BRIGHT¬ 
EN UP 
THE DISH, 
RIGHT? 
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I'LL 

ADMIT IT 
SEEMS 
SORT OF 
OUT OF 
PLACE, 


X 




♦ • ♦ V 






K M 


A?. 
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'■/■ 


you CAN 

CUT THEM 
LIKE THIS, 
TOO. 


OR 

THIS 
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SHIK 


r . 




UM 




SH'K 


/ 



' '/:' 




COOL! 


• • 4C^ 
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NOT 

REALLY. 


WHOA/ 

THAT'S 

AWE¬ 

SOME/ 


you DO 

THIS KIND 
OF THING 
IN ITALIAN 
CUISINE, 


WE JUST 
WANTED 
TO JAZZ 
UP THE 
PRESEN¬ 
TATION A 
LITTLE. 




ic^m 


YEAH, 

WHY? 






SOMEONE 
AT WORK 
TAUGHT 
ME. 






■’•••V/W., 


IT'S 

DECO¬ 

RATIVE 

CUT¬ 

TING. 
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GOD. I L0V5 
HOW VOU 
LOOK WHeu 

vou'pe 

Jg/!|LOUS. 
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mmm 


I DIDN'T 

KNOW you 

WERE INTO 
THAT... 


I WAS 
JUST 
WATCH¬ 
ING you 


I WAS you 
REALLy KNOW, 
HAPPy 


...WHEN I 
HEARD THAT 
you SAVED 
HINA-NEE. 


JUST 
A LITTLE 
WHILE AGO, 
THAT KIND 
OF THING 
WOULD'VE 
A\ADE ME 

CRAZy 

JEALOUS. 
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|^L1 KEEP 

Ithinking 

J^3OUT0HAT 
irCANlDO TO 

^ 4..-^ '* 

IfMAKE you 

i?; HAppy., . 


I KEPT 
TPyiNG TO 
TELL you 
WHAT TO DO 
AND HOW 
TO ACT. 


IT'S WEIRD 
I DUNNO 
WHAT 
CHANGED. 


LOVE 


^ I SHOULD 
GET TO THE 
POINT WHERE 
I'M CONFIDENT 
ENOUGH 
NOT TO BE 
JEALOUS, 

V TOO. ^ 


KIND OF 
EMBAR¬ 
RASSING 


you PUT 
IT THAT 


THAT'S 

FINE. 

IT'S 

CUTE. 


LOVE, 

HUH? 
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WHAT'S 

60T you 

SO 

CHIPPER 


LOOK AT 
you, ALL 
SMILES. 














IS 








HEH, HBH. 
I'M JUST 


GETTING 




RAMEN 




> A « V 


Ws 


WITH My 





mi 




V 


BROTHER 


LATER. 
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I WOULDN'T 
MIND 
TREATING 
HIM TO 
FULL-COURSE 
MEAL AT 
RUTS 
RESTAR- 




OH. 


RIGHT 


ON 



TIME. 


A 


THAT'S SO 
LIKE HIM TO 
PICK RAMEN. 
HE DOESN'T 
HAVE TO BE 
SO MODEST. 
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SO I 
WANT 
TO 

THANK 

HIM. 


I CAUSED 
HIM A LOT 
OF TROUBLE 
DURING 
THE WHOLE 
TANABE-SAN 
FIASCO, 




OH, 

yEAH 

■y 




I 


r WANNA 
MEET HIM 
SOMETIME. 
GOT ANy 
PICTURES 

•p 







THE 
DRAMA 
CLUB 

Boy? 
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THEY'VB 
NEVER 
LOOKED 
THAT CRAZY 
BEFORE/ 


..LET /MX 
GUARD 


GOING ON? 

WASN'T 

EVERYTHING 


THOUGHT 
I DIDN'T 
HAVE TO 
WORRY 
ANYMORE. 
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SORRX 


UM... 


I REMEM¬ 


BERED 


SOMETHING 
I NEED 



TO TAKE 
CARE OF. 



I'M 


HEADING 


BACK TO 


THE HOTEL 


SOME 


OTHER 


TIME, 

OKAY? 
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SORRY. 


'M ON MY 


WAY NOW 



\ 





BULL- 


NOTH- 


5 HIT. 


ING. 


YOU’RE 


LYING. 



WHAT 


HAPPENED, 

HINA-NEE? 
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JUST GO 


STRAIGHT 


HOME. 
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IF I CAN 
JUST 
MAKE IT 
TO THE 
HOTEL... 




NO 

MATTER 


.. STUM 
BUNG. 
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SO 

MUCH 


HAPPENED 
UP TILL 
NOW. 
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